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IMPROVEMENT IN LIFE BUSINESS. 

The table published by the Life /nsurance 
Courant and reprinted in the last issue of the 
OHIO UNDERWRITER giving the amount of 
new business written by twenty-two life insur- 
ance companies for the first six months of 1898 
and the same period of 1897, shows an increase 
which is of considerable interest. While the 
three big companies of New York, and several 
others that stand among the largest in the 
country are not included, a gain is shown of 
nearly $34,000,000, an increase of nearly twen- 
ty-eight per cent. over the business of the first 
six months of 1897. While part of this increase 
may be perhaps be attributed to the heavy 
writing of insurance on soldiers at the begin- 
ning of the war, the reaction that followed did 
considerable to offset that. One thing the re- 
port undoubtedly shows is returning business 
prosperity. Part of the increase is also doubt- 
less due to the better education of the people in 
the value of life insurance. Were the figures of 
assessment and fraternal insurance at hand, this 
table might show that the people are seeking a 
better class of insurance than formerly. What 
the table does show, however, is that life insur- 
ance companies are doing a better business, 
agents are making more money and men are 
providing for the future of their families better 
in 1898 than in 1897, and all these improve- 
ments are subjects for congratulation. 


FIELD OF AGENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Among the matters of interest and importance 
discussed at the meeting of the Ohio Association 
of Local Fire Insurance Agents were those of 
overhead writing, multiple agencies, jumbo 
lines, excessive commissions, local boards, 
brokers, solicitors and rates, but the two first 
mentioned were considered the greatest evils 
and the first to require correction. 

Overhead writing and jumbo lines are twin 
brothers for power in demoralization, and will 
probably sink into oblivion together. The mul- 
tiple agency question will require strong work 
and diplomatic action before it is entirely erad- 
icated. There should be but one agency in city 
or town, which should write all the policies and 
control the business, and this agency should, 7/ 
necessary, establish branch offices which it 
should control. There should be nothing of the 
feature of solicitors or brokerage, except be- 
tween agents themselves, and only trusted em- 
ployes should be put in charge. 

ONE GOOD RESULT OF ASSESSMENTISM. 

There is one work that assessment life insur- 
ance associations and the papers that advocate 
them are doing, for which they do not receive 
the credit they deserve from those who do not 
agree with their views in general. That work 
is done not so much for the good of the public 
as themselves, but it is bound to bear fruit of 
which the public will reap the benefit. The work 


referred to is the continued hammering on the 
subject of the high rates and heavy expenses of 
the old line companies. People who are not 
friendly to assessment insurance are obliged 
to admit that in order to get insurance that 
insures, the purchaser has to pay more than 
he should. There was a time when legal reserve 
life insurance was an experiment and rates were 
necessarily high to be on the safe side, but 


| that time is past; and, instead of lowering 


rates as experience would show was possible, 
many of the companies have been seized 
with a mania for an immense increase of 
business. To get this increase the utmost pres- 
sure on agents has been necessary and it is to 
keep up this pressure that policy-holders con- 
tinue to pay high rates. These pushers and 
‘jolliers,’’ who do not do the policy-holder a 
cent’s worth of good, draw big salaries or com- 
missions, or both, merely to satisfy the desire 
of the management of the companies to make a 
big showing. The time will come when men 
will be more careful in selecting a life insurance 
company and those companies will flourish 
which either charge lower rates or pay back 
more of the premiums received as dividends. 
Assessmentism may be dead by that time, but 
it will have been its adherents who did much in 
the evolution of a more equitable system of life 
insurance than exists at present. 


Chicago Dispatches. 

CuHIcAGO, Aug. 31. [Special Telegram.|\— 
The Connecticut has joined the Western Rail- 
way Syndicate, composed of the Traders of Chi- 
cago, St. Paul, Springfield, National of Hart- 
ford, German-American and German of Free- 
port. 

A. T. Davis, secretary of the Michigan Millers 
Mutual of Lansing, died to-day. 

George Wallace Law, of the Royal and chair- 
man of the 


Union, will arrive home this week from his tour 
abroad. 


Fire Underwriters of Northwest. 

This year’s meeting of the Fire Underwriters’ 
Association of the Northwest will be held Sept. 
27 and 28 at the Auditorium, Chicago. The an- 
nual address will be delivered by Charles 
Janvier, of New Orleans, Others who will read 
papers are: Charles A. Reekie, Detroit; Wm. A. 
Fricke, Wisconsin; W. R. Townley, St. Louis; 
H. H. Rassweiler, Chicago; F. H. Wentworth, 


| New York; F. C Oviatt, Philadelphia; W. D. 


Van Dyke, Milwaukee. 


Thuringia-American and Ohio. 

The Thuringia-American of New York has 
applied for admission to Ohio and will be ad- 
mitted. It is the American annex of the Thur- 
ingia of Germany, w ich is a large company. 
F. G. Voss, of New York, is manager. W. D. 
Kellogg, special agent of the Thuringia at De- 
troit, Mich., will also act as Ohio special for the 
Thuringia-A merican. 


R. J. Foster Resigns. 


R. J. Foster, special agent for Ohio of the 
Connecticut Fire Insurance Company, has re- 


signed his position. 


The condition of Mr. R. J. Foster, special 
agent of the Connecticut Fire, who sustained an 
injury from a fall from his carriage at Massillon 
recently, is not much improved as yet. While 
Mr. Foster was not permanently injured, it will 


| be about three months before he will be able to 
' resume his duties in the field. 


| 


‘large cities’? committee of the | 


Dayton Fire Adjustment. 


DAYTON, OHIO, August 24, 1898.—The loss on 
the Pasteur-Chamberland Filter Company plant 
which burnt early on the morning of August 14, 
has been adjusted for $16,664.99. The total 
insurance carried by the Filter Company was 
$40,000, divided as follows: On machinery 
$8,000, on stock $30,000, on patterns $1,000, on 
office furniture $1,000. $20,000 of the amount 
carried on stock was for thirty days, and the 
last shipment of a large contract for the army 
having been made the day before the fire, the 
insurance considerably exceeded the value of 
the stock. The insurance on general form was 
as follows: Cincinnati Underwriters, $1,000 ; 
Buffalo Commercial, $1,500; Western, Pittsburg, 
$1,500; American, Boston, $1,000; Buffalo Ger- 
man, $1,500; Ohio Farmers, $1,000; St. Paul F- 
& M., $1,500; Merchants, New Jersey, $1,500; 
Agricultural, $1.000; National, Ohio, $1,500; 
National, Hartford, $2,000; North British, $1,000; 
Mercantile, Boston, $1,000; Westchester, $1,500; 
Home, $1,500, — On stock: Northern, $5,000; 
Merchants and Manufacturers, Pittsb’g, $2,500; 
German Alliance, $2,500; Firemens, New Jer- 
sey, $2,500; Citizens, St. Louis, $2,500; Magde- 
burg, $2,500, 

The buildings belonged to the National Lin- 
seed Oil Co., and were insured for $16,430.00 as 
follows: American, New Jersey, $1,320; Ham- 
burg Underwriters, $1,500; Franklin, Philadel- 
phia, $1,980; Niagara, $1,500; London and Lan- 
cashire, $2,560; Springfield F. & M., $2,560; 
Reliance, 3,000.—The less on the building was 
adjusted for $3,412.27. 

The Pasteur-Chamberland Filter Company 
will probably have to seek a new location, as 
the oil plarft was abandoned by the Trust some 
years ago and the buildings will hardly be re 
placed. 





TRASK.—Mr. Cuyler Trask, of Austinburg, O., 
died at his home August 11, at the advanced 
age of nearly 86 years. He had been actively 
engaged in soliciting life insurance up to within 
a few weeks of his death. He was the father of 
J. C. Trask, general agent of the Northwestern 
Mutual at Cleveland. 

PHILLIPS.—One of the best examples of con- 
tinuous service in one company is to be found 
in Ravenna, where T. G. Phillips represents the 
Equitable Life as general agent. He has worked 
for that company for twenty-six years and has 
written over 2,800 applications, reporting to 
nine different cashiers under six different man- 
agers. About three years ago Mr. Phillips pub- 
lished a list of 300 policies issued through his 
office, of which 52 had been paid as death 
claims and 248 settled as matured tontines. Mr. 
Phillips has gained the advantage that comes 
from one long continuous push in one direction. 
He now devotes much of his time to settling 
death claims and matured tontines. 

CINCINNATI AT PUT-IN-BAy.—A reporter for 
the OHIO UNDERWRITER called on Louis L,. 
Rauh, L. E. Guntrum and J. Gano Wright on 
their return from the Put-in-Bay meeting of the 
Local Agents. Each of the gentleman carried 
his left leg in a sling, it was learned owing to 
that pedal member having been unduly ex- 
tended by the officials at the Hotel Victory. 
At least that was the cause assigned by the gen- 
tlemen themselves. A dispatch from a private 
source heretofore reliable however, would go to 
show that so far as Wright and Guntrum were 
concerned at least, this was not entirely the 
case. An Official investigation has not yet been 
ordered, but it is rumored that these two in 
connection with another pair of individuals 
from Piqua, Ohio, got tangled in the wilds of 
of the island one evening where they were set 
upon by the denizens of the place, and failing 
to escape, fell in the predicament described. 
It is understood that the Cincinnati contingent 
has created the post of laureate to the party, 
and that it has been tendered to Mr. Wright, 
who will proceed to pen an ode to ‘‘The Ladies.”’ 
Mr. Wright will also publish a book of remin- 
iscences on the Put-in-Bay tour. 
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- SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


NON-UNION COMPETITION. 

Manager T. W. Letton of the Prussian Na- 
tional has issued a call for the committee on 
non-union competition to meet at Niagara Falls 
the day before the Union meeting. Chairman 
Letton’s report will be one of the most interest- 
ing of the sessions, as he has requested opinions 
from members as to the best method of dealing 
with the problem. It will be a question as to 
whether the fight shall be continued on rates; 
allowing the governing committee to reduce 
them as it sees fit or else trying the fight on 
compensation. Many are beginning to think 
that separation is the only true solution. Some 
are not making public their convictions along 
this line, but they are in quiet sympathy with 
the idea. Take for example the rate war at 
Canton, Ill. The fight there was laid at the 
door of the Northwestern National. Instead of 
attacking that company as an individual one 
and instructing agents to take up a North- 
western National policy wherever it could be 
found, rates were all declared off and union 
companies were fighting each other, Chairman 
Letton’s idea is to make the fight on single 
companies and thus not allow all the business 
to become demoralized. 


NIAGARA AS POPULAR AS EVER. 

Several managers have already started East- 
ward to be at the Union meeting which begins 
next Tuesday. Many of them take the oppor- 
tuuity to go several days beforehand and enjoy 
the old haunts. Saratoga proved an unpopular 
place to hold a meeting, and the old guard will 
rejoice to get back to Niagara. Its attractions 
are never wearisome. The old Cataract House, 
the scene of so many stormy sessions of the 
Union, will house the veterans who have made 
it their headquarters as long as meetings have 
been held there. The International will be the 
forum for discussion and will attract the newer 
element. 


TROUBLES WILL BE AIRED. 

Unless something in the line of radical action 
is taken at Niagara, an exodus is sure to fol- 
low. The resignatoins that have been post- 
poned, depend on the outcome of the meeting. 
Nothing has been done yet to satisfy the de- 
mands of the recruits, and they are beginning 
to make their wants known. There is more or 
less dissatisfaction regarding the methods the 
organization has pursued, and the air will be full 
of phosphorus at Niagara asa result. The bad 
faith apparent in certain sources will cause some 
lively comment. The contingent that opposes 
any change in large cities conditions, will beon 
hand in force. 


++ + 
COMMISSIONER FRICKE OF WISCONSIN. 

The failure of the Republican state conven- 
tion of Wisconsin to renominate Dr. Fricke for 
insurance commissioner, has caused much re- 
gret among his large circle of friends. Dr. 
Fricke has been a conspicuous figure in his 
office. He has ideas of his own, and he has 
dared at all times to express them. He has 
been a terror to evil doers and is no company’s 
tool. In his official life he has made enemies, 
simply because he was no trimmer and nota 
“grafter.’? Deputy Emil Giljohann has been 
nominated for the office. 

H+ + 
McNALL AND THE CONNECTICUT. 

Superintendent NcNall of Kansas, who has 
been present at the depositions taken in Chicago 
in the Connecticut injunction case, proved an 
interesting character. Those who met him 
were surprised at his airy badinage and genial 
manner. He is a clever raconteur, and has a 
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picturesque make-up. The Connecticut is push- 
ing its case lively and will have some readable 
testimony at the hearing, September 8. Depo- 
sitions are being taken from officials of compa- | 
nies which the Kansas department has ex- | 
amined. From these the expense and methods | 
of the examiners are the main items sought. 
Both President Browne and Manager McDon- 
ald are determined to go before the court with 
convincing testimony that will carry the day 
for them, and they are sparing no expense in 
obtaining it. Other companies are watching 
the events with keenest interest. 
++ ++ 
THE CITIZENS OF EVANSVILLE. 

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., August 30, 1898. Editor 

OHIO UNDERWRITER: Our attention is called 


| to an article appearing in your paper about the | 


middle of this month. I am surprised that you | 
should call the Citizens’ Insurance Company of | 
Evansville one of McGilliard’s companies for 
the reason that McGilliard did not assist in the 
organization of the company, and McGilliard 


was not even a director in the company and 1 


| was not an agent of the company and had not 
| been for nearly a year, and the only thing he 
| was in connection with the company was to be 


one of the unfortunate stockholders, holding 
$5,000 of the stock, and will have to pay from 


| $500 to $1,000 of assessments in order to pay 


| what the company owes. 


If the company had 
been left in the hands of the McGilliard Agency 
Company there would have been no occasion | 


| for the appointment of a receiver for the reason 


that the payment of the assessment on the stock | 
notes was all that was necessary, but there be- 
ing a difference of opinion among the stock- | 
holders and directors of the company causing 
some friction, was the final cause of the appoint- 
ment of a receiver for a strong company owned 


| by wealthy men, in which there was no earthly 
| or reasonable cause for any such action as was 


taken, which they all admit at the present time. 
The writer and a number of his friends offered 


| to take the business on the company’s books, 


relieving them entirely of all unearned premi- 
ums, if they would simply surrender their stock 
in the company and give usa bill of sale of their 
safety deposit vault and boxes in Evansville. 
This they declined to do, and by declining todo 
it it will cost them not less than $15,000; how- 
ever, we cannot dictate to others what they shall 
do in business. There has never been an In- 


| diana fire insurance company failed to pay 100 


cents on the dollar. There were two small 


| companies taken to Hammond and operated by 


} 


| 


Chicago parties, which were considered Chicago 
schemes, and of course failed. 

I wish you would correct the statement you 
have made in reference to McGilliard, for the 
McGilliard Agency Co. have nothing to do with 
the Citizens Insurance Co. of Evansville, not 
that we do not feel proud of the Citizens Insur- 
ance Company of Evansville, because when it 


| was first taken to Evansville from Lawrence- 
| burg, Drew & Bennett had but 10 per cent of | 


the capital stock paid in, and in eleven years’ 


| time paid in the other 90 per cent of the capital | 
| stock from dividends and also had a net surplus | 


of $30,000, which is as good a record almost as | 
the Aetna and Home made in the start of their 
business. Yours very truly, 
M. V. McGILLIARD. 
++ ++ 
GOODWIN, HALL & HENSHAW. 

Goodwin, Hall & Henshaw are still evincing 
their enterprising methods in the West. They 
have cut off all their small companies and are | 
pushing their heavy corporations to the limit. 
Their feature is special hazards and sprinkled | 
risks. The firm writes large lines and is seem- 


ingly in possession of the secret of success along 
this line. 
' which is writing in conformity to the notions 


They have taken the Manhattan, | 








of the firm. J. M. Loeb, who has had the Union 
of London, Victoria and other of the firm’s 
companies in Chicago, has given up his agency 
and goes in the Goodwin, Hall & Henshaw 
office. 

The grabbing of the small fish by the whales 
as noted in the J. M. Loeb case, is only a devel- 
opment of the hour. But recently several small 
agencies have given up the ghost and united 
with the large offices. The pace has been too 
brisk for them, the competition too keen and 
the floating business too small. 


GENERAL FIRE NOTES. 

R. S. Critchell & Co. have been appointed 
Cook county managers and sole Chicago agents 
of the Union Insurance Company of Philadel- 
phia. 

O. J. Eggert, formerly secretary of the Buffalo 
German, has been made president to succeed 
the late Ph. Becker. C. A. Georger, formerly 
general agent, becomes secretary. 


C. R. Tuttle, special agent of the Continental 
in the mountain field, has been called to Chicago 
by Manager Kline to assume the position tem- 
porarily of assistant manager. If the arrange- 
ment proves mutually satisfactory, it will con- 
tinue permanently. 


George Wallace Law of the Royal has sailed 
for home from Europe and expects to attend 
the Niagara Falls meeting of the Western Union 
before returning to Chicago. As chairman of 
the “excepted cities’’ committee of the Union, 
the presence of Law Brothers at the meeting is 
important. 


Fire insurance men of Cincinnati are prepar- 
ing a protest against the participation of the 
city fire department in the civic parade in con- 
nection with the G. A, R. encampment next 
week. They hold that the fire department 
would be unable to respond to an alarm because 
of the crowds. 


W. H. Mead, Jr., of Pataskala, advertises in a 
local paper that his agency does business in 75 
towns, including Newark and Columbus. It 
would be interesting to know what the towns 
are and whether his companies are represented 
in them by local agents. This bears a striking 
resemblance to overhead writing. 


Fire insurance agents in Kenton have been 
informed by the Ohio Inspection Bureau that 
the high rates prevailing there are due to the 
carelessness of property owners in letting rub- 
bish accumulate about their premises, and that, 
if the council will pass and enforce an ordinance 
providing for frequent inspections of premises 
by the chief of the fire department, the rates 
will be lowered. 


Commissioner Fricke of Wisconsin is leaving 
no stone unturned to make the national con- 
vention of insurance commissioners at Mil- 
waukee on September 13 to 16 a successful one. 
A number of the most prominent officials of 
insurance companies will read papers before the 
assembled commissioners, and the meeting 
promises to be one of great pleasure and profit 
to all who attend. 


The Holtzman line, a sprinkled risk in Co- 
lumbus, has been captured by the Squire, Hahn 
& App companies. Perhaps it would be more 
nearly correct to say the line captured the com- 
panies, for the rate is 25 cents, insured as fol- 
lows: Manhattan $35,000; N. Y. Fire $25,000; 
Mer. & Man. of Md. $5,000; Colonial $5,000; 
American of Md. $5,000; Traders of N. Y. 
$10,000; Washington of N. Y. $10,000. A risk 
of $5,000 on lumber was taken at one per cent. 
Conservative underwriters think the premium 
of $250 could be easily wiped out in some parts 
of the plant before the sprinklers could get to 
work. 
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PROTECTIVE FIRE ASSOCIATION. 

It is learned on good authority that Adolph 
A. Osins, receiver of the defunct Protective Fire 
Association of Detroit, which was ruled out of 
business by Commissioner Campbell some 
months ago when it had but $6 in the treasury, 
will soon begin legal proceedings against the 
policy-holders for assessments to pay outstand- 
ing losses. As is well known the moving spirit 
back of this concern was Wm. A. Haines, who 
in advertising mattér was represented to occupy 
the position of secretary, but who, in reality, as 
it afterwards turned out, was pretty much the 
‘‘whole thing’’—president, secretary, general 
manager and last, but not least, treasurer. It is 
also said that he administered the duties of the 
last-named office with great ability—so much so, 
in fact, that when the receiver made his first 
examination of the concern, he could find no 
cash-book, no ledger, nor anything to indicate 
that any cash had been handled. The only 
remnant to be found indicating that a fire in- 
surance business had been conducted, was a few 
long sheets of paper on which were contained a 
list of policy-holders, with dates of expiration, 
premiums, amount paid and description. As the 
receiver was endeavoring to put things into 
shape to close up the business, a policy-holder 
came in to demand the return premium on his 
policy which he desired canceled. The premium 
shown on the policy and which had been paid 
amounted to $25. An hour’s search’ revealed the 
record of the policy, which showed the premium 
to be $5. Then both the receiver and the assured 
became convinced that Mr. Haines made a 
treasurer of undue ability. The startling state 
of affairs revealed in this individual instance 
was only a forerunner of the rank way the busi- 
ness was carried on. Scores of cases similar 
to the above came to light. The policy-holders 
of this concern will now be asked to pay the 
$11,000 or more of accumulated losses, a great 
part of which could have been paid by the 
money taken from the treasury. It would seem 
that Commissioner Campbell ought not to stop 
at revoking the company’s license, but certainly 
should see that the victimizer of so many honest 
policy-holders get his just deserts in the form 
of a criminal prosecution. 

++ ++ 
JUSTIFICATION OF GUTHARD & SON. 

The OHIO UNDERWRITER in this column, 
issue of August 4th, it appears threw a wrong 
light on the transaction between Guthard & 
Son, the Germania’s Detroit agents, and the 
claimant, under a small loss, by the name of 
Krusitzki. 
return premium on the policy under which the 
loss occurred. The amount claimed was $9.12. 
Guthard & Son claimed that it was understood 
with the assurred that the settlement of $164 
included the return premium, and that the 
policy was taken up and the loss paid with that 
understanding. Asto enlisting the services of a 
ward heeler and cur)stone politician, Guthard & 
Son state this is not so and that the person re- 
ferred to had no authority whatever to act for 
them, and that they in no way, shape or manner 
asked or contracted for his services, although 
during the argument he brought out a few 
points which neither the court nor opposition 
objected to. The case was decided in favor of 
Guthard & Son. 

++ + 
A TEN PER CENT RISK. 

‘“‘Dud”’ Johnston, of the big insurance firm of 
Johnston & Blank of Sault Ste. Marie, tells of 
an incident which illustrates how, at least once 
in a while, the best established theories of haz- 
ards in risks fall short in practice. Mr. Johnston 
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says that some sixteen or seventeen years ago, 
when his agency was not so big as it is now, he 
was asked to cover a most villainous risk in the 
shape of a shingle mill, away off in the woods, 
of the poorest possible construction and in the 
worst possible condition, for $500, the extent of 
the interest in the mill of one of his largest pa- 
trons. He knew that no company would wish 
to insure the mill, and yet felt that the circum- 
stances were such that he would prefer to carry 
the risk himself rather than not have it covered 
atall. He finally wrote the amount in five of 
his leading companies in the sum of $100 each 
at a ten per cent rate and forwarded the daily 
reports with a full description of the hazardous 
nature of the mill, and his own disapproval of 
it, to the companies. He even said that he 
would be surprised if it did not burn before the 
daily reached the office. Every one of the 
policies ‘‘stuck.”’ To-day the old mill, in a 
more dilapidated condition than ever, is still 
standing, and there has never been a loss on it 
of any kind. The ten per cent rate, however, 


| prevailed only for one year, and each company 


was ten dollars to the good. 


MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


New Agencies and Changes in the Past Two 
Weeks, 


Aetna—Alvin Poe, Iron Mountain; Chas. B. 
Mersereau, Manistique; F. B. Bauer, Tecumseh. 

Amer. Cent.—E. Van Tuyl & Co., Bay City; 
L. D. Brokaw, Howell; B. W. Babcock & Co., 
Monroe. 

Baloise—Oscar V. Linden, Escanaba. 

Boston—McVicker & Dane, Alpena. 

Buffalo—Geo. M. Granger, Port Huron. 

Capital—Bahlke & Stockdale, Ann Arbor; 
Herman B Volheim, Benton Harbor; J. J. Mar- 
tinek & Co., Menominee. 

Continental—Ray E. Lee, Buchanan; N, A. 
Bloom, Detroit; E. S. Jameson, Mt. Pleasant; 
W. E. French, Orion. 

County of Phila.—Richard G. Carney, Bay 
City; John I. Paterson, Flint; Henry M. Geer, 
Saginaw. 


Equitable, R. I.—Frank E,. Partridge, Che- 


| boygan: Clay E. Call, Petoskey. 
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German Alliance—W. N. Langley, Munising. 

Glens Falls—Roehrig & Melnerney, Wyan- 
dotte. 

Hartford—Northup & Benton, Escanaba; 
Geo. W. Wilmot, Fenton; Edward S. Jameson, 
Marine City. 

Helvetia Swiss—Oscar V. Linden, Escanaba; 
Joseph E. Reau, Marquette. 

Merchants, N. J.—Dolor Montpetit, Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

Northern — Geo. L. Alexander, 
James K. Wright, St. Louis 

Norwich Union—Jeffrey J. Gagner,.Gladstone. 

Phenix—A.J Schulte & Co., Detroit; Irwin 


Grayling; 


Phares, Grand Ledge; W. N. Sayles, Hart; W. 
D. Hayes & Son, Hastings; Edward S. Jameson, 
Marine City; E. E. Harwood, Mendon; E. N. 
Bates, Moline; Eugene S. Bowen, Mt. Pleasant; 
Chisholm McKay, Quincy; Geo. M. Fields, 
Schoolcraft; John B. Dickinson, Three Rivers, 
David Stockdall, Wayland; James Brown, Yale. 

Phoenix, Eng.—H. C. Garrett & Co., Way- 
land. 

Rockford—E. Barringer, Kendall. 

Springfield—Jesse Arthur, Battle Creek; 
Frank H. Colbath, Holt; David W. McMorran, 
Port Huron. 

State of Ill_—Chandler & Norris, Frankfort; 
Dunstan & Hanchette, Hancock; Thompson & 
Dunn, Jackson (R. 20, Dwight Block); Orson A. 
Miller, Lansing; Manes & Hovey, Port Huron 
(Suite 32, White Bldg. ). 

Traders, N. Y.—W. J. Holman, Calumet; 
Warren Pierpont, Owosso; James K. Wright, 
St. Louis. 





L. C. Wood has succeeded W. M. Hutton as 
agent at Niles, Mich., of the Home, National, 
Ct. and Royal. 


FIRE NOTES. 


Hannan & Chandler have become agents at 
Detroit of the State of Il. 


A. J, Schulte & Co. of Detroit have added the 
Phenix to their list of companies. 





Charles J. Mann has become agent of the 
Commonwealth Fire at Detroit. 


S. G. Jacob, of Mulliken, Mich , has been ap- 
pointed agent of the Mass. Mutual Life. 


Dayton affairs are reported to be running 
along as smoothly as can be expected under the 
new conditions. A club meeting was held 
Tuesday. 

The firm of Miller & Emans of Lansing has 
split up and become Dart & Emans and O. A. 
Miller. Dart & Emans have among others the 
Capital, and Wisconsin. Mr. Miller has re- 
cently been appointed agent of the Eagle and 
Traders of New York. 

I. Tanenbaum, Son & Co., of 92 and 94 Lib- 
erty street, New York, insurance brokers, are 
advertising for managers at various points, in- 
cluding Cleveland. Some interest has been 
awakened as to the objects of the firm, which 
has heretofore confined itself pretty generally 
to New York city. 

A very strict law in Virginia against organi- 
zations to establish insurance .rates is being 
evaded by the formation of social clubs, where 
some person delivers a lecture on rates, inspec- 
tions, etc., and the assembled agents fully con- 
cur in the lecturer’s views and put them into 
practice. Companies have been advised by an 
attorney not to contribute towards local board 
and inspection bureau expenses, 


A. B. Martin & Sons, is the name of a new in- 
surance firm that will do business in Geneva 
and Cleveland. The Cleveland office, at 147 
157 Ontario Street will be in charge of Frank 
W. Martin. Ward B. Martin will manage the 
Geneva office, and A. B. Martin, the senior 
member, who is an experienced insurance 
agent, adjuster and real estate man, will have a 
general oversight of the entire business. 

A number of citizens of Adams, Brown and 
Highland counties have organized a mutual fire 
insurance company forthe three counties. They 
expect to incorporate it soon. This has to some 
extent revived interest in the organization in 
Ross county of a similar company, a matter 
which was considerably discussed by the Chil- 
licothe board of trade some time ago but which 
was sidetracked by some other questions. 

Thomas H Geer, chairman of the executive 
committee of the Ohio Association of Local Fire 
Insuranee Agents, has compiled a table show- 


| ing the extent of the multiple agency system 


in Cleveland, one of the worst hotbeds of the 
system in the country. It is printed on blue 
paper in harmony with the feelings of Cleveland 
local agents over the situation. Mr. Geer will 
be glad to furnish a copy to anybody who is in- 
terested and requests exchange exhibits from 
other afflicted communities. 

WHAT WorRRIES Him.—Yesterday a fellow 
came into the office, and said he wanted to see 
the D dash m blankety blank blank editor. He 
said he be blankety blank blank if he did’nt fill 
our dashety hide so tull of holes that it wouldn’t 
hold shucks; his conversation consisted largely 
of exclamation points and dashes. We heard 
him when he came in and saw the way the con- 
versation was drifting. So we started for a life 
insurance office, and after taking out a policy 
for ten thousand and slipping a few drinks of 
soda water and a six shooter under our belt, we 
went down town and hunted him up, and rubbed 
up against him, asked him to subscribe for the 
paper, which he did and paid in advance. What 
is worrying us now is how are we going to pay 





' for our life insurance.—Aachange, 
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IN OHIO FIRE CIRCLES. 
Cc. B. SQUIRE AND THE MANHATTAN. 

When the OHIO UNDERWRITER in its issue 
of July 21 noted the charges of Cleveland under- 
writers against the Squire agency in cennection 
with a recent fire there, an insurance man re- 
marked that Squire had but one thing to do, 
either sue the OHIO UNDERWRITER for libel or 
get out of the insurance business. The alleged 
facts which the OHIO UNDERWRITER made 
public were that some time last spring, at the 
time when one of Squire’s lloyds failed or with- 
drew, he tried to replace the policies with those 
of another company in his office and ina certain 
instance the assured refused to accept the new 
policy or have any more insurance transactions 
with Squire’s office. The first story was that 
Squire had issued the reinsuring policy and 
when the assured refused to accept it, he took 
it back to the office and deposited it in the safe, 
the daily report having already gone to the 
company. When the fire occurred, he took the 
policy to the assured and placed it, paying some 
$1,800 under it. According to later information 
this is true except that the policy, from all ap- 
pearances, was actually written after the fire. 
While it is dated April 1, the number shows 
that it was written in May, providing the poli- 
cies were written in their numerical order, 
which had always been the custom before. The 
fire occurred about May 5, and it is alleged the 
policy was written the day after or May 6. 

While the OH1I0 UNDERWRITER article did 
not state the details of the case nor mention the 
companies or assured, interested parties whose 
business it was took up the case and brought 
forth, itis said, startling developments. Matthew 
Nelson of Cincinnati communicated with the 
Manhattan Fire, the company suspected of be- 
ing the one which paid the $1,800 policy, and 
secured authority to go to work in the case. He 
went to Cleveland and was able to make such a 
showing that Messrs. Neefus and Durbrow from 
the home office came on and made a personal 
investigation last week. The facts brought out 
substantiated the OH1I0 UNDERWRITER’s article, 
and, as stated, it now appears the policy was 
written after the fire. The policy was issued to 
M. A Bradley as administrator for a large estate, 
and was in the Manhattan. The first policies 
were in the Mutual Lloyds and Traders’ Llovds, 
neither of which, it is said, were authorized to 
do business in Ohio at the time the insurance 
was written by Squire. There is no evidence to 
show that Squire participated in the $1,800 paid 
by the Manhattan, and this is believed to be 
altogether improbable. He either wished to use 
the instance as a lever to control Mr. Bradley’s 
large insurance, or he feared prosecution for 
placing business in unauthorized companies, 
and tried to cover himself at the expense of the 
Manhattan. At all events, the Manhattan is 
very wrathy, and it will have a power of endur- 
ance beyond that expected of it if something is 
not heard to drop in Cleveland soon. 

In the meantime the Millers & Manufacturers 
and State of Illinois, being convinced that the 
report in the OHIO UNDERWRITER was practi- 
cally correct, and probably being generally dis- 
satisfied with their Ohio representation, took up 
their state agencies. Messrs. Durbrow and 
Neefus had, it is said, Squire on the carpet for 
two days and he made a written statement of 
the matter to be submitted with their report to 
President Armstrong. President Armstrong 





may come to Cleveland himself this week. It 
is rumored that either Mr. Durbrow or Mr. 
Neefus made the statement that the case looked 
bad for Squire, and that his typewritten state- 
It is also 
Durbrow has made in- 


ment was an improbable document. 
understood that Mr. 
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quiries among Cleveland agents as to what 
chance the Manhattan would have if it decided 
to be represented in board agencies. The col- 
umns of the OHIO UNDERWRITER are open to 
Mr. Squire for any statement he may wish to 
make on this case. 

RAVENNA AGENTS HAVE TROUBLES. 

Fire insurance agents at Ravenna think that 
they have one of the worst cases of demoraliza- 
tion on their hands to be found in the state. 
E. M. Waller, who has the largest agency in 


| town, has never shown an inclination to be in 


the board. Several months ago, pressure was 
brought to bear upon him through his compa- 
nies, a number of whose specials met at Ra- 
venna to consider the case, and he went into 
the board and remained about two weeks, Then 
the attorney general commenced his ‘‘trust’’ 
investigations, and it was impossible to do any- 
thing more towards bringing Mr. Waller back 
to the fold. The result has been that the agents 
in Ravenna are making their own rates to meet 
his. They do not like it, but cannot help 
themselves. 


CLEVELAND BOARD RENOVATION. 

The situation in Cleveland is again very much 
strained. Three agencies have been expelled 
from the board and there are likely more to 
follow. The /ournal of Commerce and Com- 
mercial Bulletin of August 24 stated that Fred. 
P. Thomas & Co. had been expelled for rebating. 
That was entirely wrong, as the charges brought 
against this firm were for placing insurance 
with an unlicensed broker, R. N. Pollock, a 
banker. The charges were brought under Sec. 
tion 20 of the by-laws, which reads: 

‘‘No business intercourse shall be allowed 
with any person or persons not acting in har- 
mony with this board, either by giving, receiv- 
ing or exchanging risks, directly or indirectly, 
with or without compensation.”’ 

Mr. Thomas wrote the line of the Machine 
Screw Co., $275,000 insurance, for Mr. Pollock, 
and naturally the agents losing the business 
were incensed and brought the charges as stated 
above. This is in reality only the opening of 
an old abrasion which has given the Cleveland 
agents more or less trouble for some years past. 
Section 3 of the constitution of the Cleveland 
board of underwriters says in part: 

‘‘No person not legally authorized to coun- 
tersign policies, nor any banker, merchant, 
manufacturer or their employes, nor any other 
person who does not make the placing of fire 
insurance risks his principal vocation, and who 
does not have an office for the transaction of 
such business, shall be eligible to membership.” 

This dates hack to the time O. M. Stafford was 
forced out of the board, when he started in the 
banking business. .He then ran a non-board 


agency and built up quite a business; in fact, his 
| agency became so aggressive that the members 


of the board realized that it was for the best in- 


| terests of all that the Stafford agency be read- 
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This was done, as the OHIO UNDER- 
understands, without changing the 
part of the constitution relating to bankers. 
Since then nine bankers have been admitted. 
Mr. Thomas about a year and a half ago made 
arrangements with Mr. Pollock for any business 
which he could control. The board of under- 
writers was asked to admit Mr. Pollock, but re- 
fused on the ground that he was a banker and 
therefore not eligible. Mr. Thomas, thinking 
there would be no trouble, agreed with Mr. 
Pollock to compensate him for any business, 
but not until he was regularly admitted. He 
supposed the objection raised to Mr. Pollock's 
membership would soon be withdrawn, but time 
went on and so did Mr. Thomas writing business 
for Mr. Pollock, until two or three agents re- 


ceived the knock-down blow of a $275,000 line, 


mitted. 





when patience, or the loss of profits, ceased to 
be a virtue; and Mr. Thomas was brought to 
with a jolt. 

The board has within the past sixty days ad- 
mitted a banker, and Mr. Thomas’ argument 
was that it could not make fish of one and fowl 
of another. He admitted the charges against 
him and brought similar charges against the 
agency of C. O. Evarts & Co., who have a con- 
tract with a Mr. Levi, ‘‘another banker,’’ to 
place his business. Mr. Evarts also admitted 
the charges, but stated that Mr. Levi was a 
member of his firm. As the board had no pre- 
vious notice of the fact and was in a firing mood, 
that did not go; but Messrs. Evarts did. 

W. H. Barch is the third one to go, not count- 
ing Squire, who, however, did count with Mr. 
Barch, who was discovered, through a fire, to 
have written business for the Squire, Hahn & 
App Company at a cut rate. Mr. Barch also 
walked, or was pushed out. 

And that is not all. Charges have been pre- 
ferred against another prominent firm; and, 
upon the return of the senior member from a 
pleasure trip, he will also have to face the mu- 
sic; and there will be a quartet to sing the 
accompaniment. 

But all’s well that ends well, after it ends. 
There is a movement on foot to try to work or- 
der and good results out of thischaos. Consid- 
erable favorable talk is being heard of copying 
after Chicago and admitting the bankers, real 
estate men and ’most anybody, but giving them 
a grade or classification and trying to make the 
business so the dishonest agents will have to be 
honest under the law, because the laws will all 
be so easy and cover so much ground they will 
not break but only bend. 

So far as the OHIO UNDERWRITER can learn, 
there is no intention on the part of either 
Thomas or Evarts to cut rates or cause any de- 
moralization. They are going along as usual 
and are really causing no great uneasiness on 
the part of the board members. 

Mr. Evarts isin a peculiar position. He has 
a five year contract with Mr. Levi, dated about 
1894 or 95, from which Mr. Levi declines to re- 
lease him. He is rather between the devil and 
the deep sea. 

Mr. Thomas states that Mr. Pollock is going 
to continue in the insurance business, and if he 
should drop him some other agent would imme- 
diately pick him up; and then again Mr. Pollock 
is now a member of the firm of Fred P. Thomas 
& Co. It would take a Paris commission all 
winter to figure out some of the insurance part- 
nerships in Cleveland; and they say there are 
tricks in all trades but insurance. It is believed 
the result of this agitation will be beneficial on 
the whole and that it will not be long before the 
Cleveland board will be reorganized with a new 
constitution and by-laws. 

THE PAINESVILLE FIRE. 

The Robinson basket factory and warehouse 
at Painesville were destroyed by fire on August 
8. The risk was of such a character that fire in 
any part of it was likely to result in the loss of 
the whole plant. The Ohio Inspection Bureau's 
advisory rate was $2.25 and $2.50. It is under- 
stood that before this rate was made a number 
of companies were on the risk at one and one- 
half per cent, the continuation of the builders’ 
rate, and that_they did not advance that fig- 
ure after the advisory bulletin was issued. Man- 
ager Cochran, at the request of the subscribers 
of the Bureau, made a personal inspection of 
the risk June 1ith and promulgated the advisory 
rate June 18th. His report shows that the ad- 
visory rate made at the time was not more than 
it was worth, and the advice should have been 

















followed by the companies. This is the secord 
case within a month where the companies have 
not followed the advice of the bureau as to rates, 
and where the risk burnt. The other was on 
the ironclad livery barn at Jackson. 
~+ on 
UNFORTUNATE MOSES SIMON. 

Moses Simon. who does business at 281 Broad- 
way, Cleveland, is one of the world’s unfor- 
tunates. His luck on fires is almost as bad as 
that of the Reverend T. DeWitt Talmage, late 
of the Brooklyn Tabernacle. Moses has, to the 
bitter knowledge of the insurance men, had at 
least four fires, three of which occurred in dif- 
ferent locations in Cincinnati, on Clark, Wade 
and Sixth streets. The other was in Long- 
streth, a mining town in Hocking County, 
where he, or rather the fire, almost burned some 
people to death, and on account of this bad 
luck he was, it is said, chased out of town at 
night. The only good luck that Moses has had 
to assuage all this misfortune has been that he 
has had a little fire insurance in each case. 


A CHARGE AGAINST THOMAS 4 CO. 

It is said that Fred P. Thomas & Co. of 
Cleveland have had more or less to do with the 
Squire agency, and that at a time when the local 
board was trying to hold the Taylor & Son 
dry goods risk from going into Squire’s hands, 
Thomas agreed to carry $100,000 for Squire and 
bound it for 36 hours when Squire informed 
them he would not require the insurance. 


RUNCK MAKES CHARGES. 

L. F. Runck, who was lately adjudged guilty 
of rebating by the Cincinnati board and re- 
signed because of what he considered unjust 
treatment, is making some charges against the 
board of a rather sensational character. The 
rebating was said to have been done to the 
Pfau Manufacturing Company, and Mr Runck 
says that Mr. Pfau agreed to testify at his trial 
that he was not the guilty party, but afterwards 
refused to do so on the ground of incurring the 
displeasure of the board and having his rates 
changed. Mr. Runck that two $1,000 
policies were written on the Pfau plant, with an 
agreement that rates should be lowered and 
that the rate was reduced from $4.25 to $3.50 
and then to $1.75. Mr. Runck says his brother, 
John F. Runck, wrote the policies that caused 
the trouble, and the board responds that the 
Runck brothers do business in such close rela- 
tion to each other that when one gets into 
trouble he claims it was the other and thus 
throws the board off the track. 


says 


THE CLEVELAND CASES. 

When charges were brought against Fred P. 
Thomas & Co. for writing business for an un- 
authorized broker, Mr. Thomas immediately 
brought counter charges against Stafford, Goss 
& Co., claiming they had written the Cleveland 
Machine Screw Co. for Mr. Jaster, the cashier 
in the bank of which Mr. Stafford is secretary 
and treasurer, and that Mr. Jaster called upon 
Mr. Moore the president of the Cleveland 
Machine Screw Company and wanted to renew 
OUR line. 

Mr. Moore said: ‘‘Who is ‘our’?’”’ “Stafford, 
Goss & Co.,’’ replied Mr. Jaster. Mr. Moore in- 
formed Mr. Jaster that he had made other 
arrangements. 

When these charges were brought by Thomas, 
Mr. Stafford explained that Mr. Jaster was only 
acting as a friend and not as an employe of the 
bank and the committee gave Stafford, Goss & 
Co. their clearance papers. The case of Barch 
was a much more aggravated one, as he had 
written a policy in the Home for $10,000 at 50 
cents (a cut rate) for Squire on the M. T. Silver 


“the board. 
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& Co stock and was found out by the fire which 
occurred recently. Faulhaber is accused of 
writing the A. W. & J. Sampleiner stock at 50 
cents, while the tariff was $1.32. Some time 
ago he wrote a line at $1.32 and collected only 
on the basis of 1 percent. It is presumed that 
he sent rebate slips to his companies and they 
‘winked the other eye.” 

+ + 

A HOT-BED OF DISORDER. 

To describe the situation in Mansfield to the 
satisfaction of the different warring factions 
would take a hypnotist, a mind reader at least. 
To explain it in brief American lingo, there is 
‘‘hell on the Wabash,’’ and as usual the other 
fellow is to blame. The first serious cut seems 
to have been last November, when Leroy Par- 
sons stepped in and made a rate of 75 cents on 
the Humphrey Manufacturing Company, plac- 
ing it in the Manchester, Rockford, Girard, 
Imperial, Western Assurance, North B. and M., 
Continental and Westchester. That was not 
the worst part of it, however, for he placed the 
balance with Squire and Fred. P. Thomas at 
Cleveland, the National Standard, Boston and 
Grand Rapids writing it through Thomas. 
There is and always has been cousiderable dis- 
satisfaction, because of tlhe mutual companies 
carrying a local agency in their offices, and 
some of the agents also do not think a state 
agent should also interest himself in the local 
business. With these different opinions held 
by the locals they have become so estranged, 
that they have forgotten the motto of “live and 
let live,’’ and each is trying to exterminate the 
other, or as they put it, “trying to hold our 
business.”’ Rates as low as 17% for 5 years 
made on mercantile blocks, and 
wholesale stocks are written as low as 20 cents 
for one year, and the opera house has been 
written, $30,000 for $305 for 3 years, annual 
rate 2 per cent. LeRoy Parsons & Son seem 
to be getting the best of the situation, as it is 
learned their gross premium receipts have not 
fallen off since the war began, and they have 
secured quite a number of large lines. There is 
no doubt but what all the agents are ripe fora 
reorganization of the local board, and only need 
some good Samaritan to bring them together, 
as each stands off and says, he is not going to be 
the first to cry, “‘Enough.’’ The local mutual 
companies are taking no hand in the fight, but 
are lying back and looking on; nor is Mr. 
Pierson, Squire, Hahn & App’s representative, 
cutting any figure now, although he was used 
by the assured in getting rates down; but since 
the fight has been on in earnest, he is lost in 
the shuffle. 


have been 


AN ADJUSTMENT PROBLEM. 
Companies A, B, C and D cover $2,000 each 
as follows: 


The Smith Printing Company—On printing | 


office, machinery, including presses, wood and 
metal type, and furniture, wood cuts, engrav- 
ings, half tones, etchings, linotype and appur- 
tenances and attachments, type metal and tools. 

Company E covers—The Mergenthaler Lino- 








type Company and The Smith Printing Com- | 


pany. $1,00)—On linotype machine, appurte- 
nances, tools, attachments and type-metal be- 
longing thereto. 

Loss, if any, first payable to Mergenthaler 
Linotype Company, as its interest may appear. 

Loss on machinery, exclusive of linotype, 
$3,000; on linotype, $1,000. 

How should the loss be apportioned ? 

THE CINCINNATI SITUATION. 

At present there is little in the situation to 
cause any alarm. Still there are possibilities 
that may develop into the hottest kind of a rate 
war. Lewis F. Runck is no longer a member of 
The board still has his $100 and has 
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not taken its rates from him and he says he is 
not cutting rates, but he is out and says he does 
not intend to go back until the board rights the 
wrong he considers it has done him. If he 
waits till then the chances are good for the 
daisies to grow over him before his office again 
becomes a board office. His statement of the 
alleged wrong he has suffered is given else- 
where, but a prominent board member puts the 
case of the alleged rebating to the Pfau Manu- 
facturing Company as follows : 

‘The assured stated at the investigation that 
L. F. Runck rode down on the street car with 
him one morning and on the way “‘struck him’’ 
for some of his insurance. .An agreement was 
reached by which Runck was to receive some. 
Now, Runck instead of stopping at the office of 
the company, which is on the way to his own 
office, goes to his office aud tells Brother John 
that if he will go up to the Pfau Manufacturing 
Company's he can get some insurance. Mr. 
Pfau says he did not know that it was John 
Runck who came to his office until the board 
investigation came up, but supposed the man 
was one of L. F. Runck’s clerks. When L,. F. 
Runck was asked on what arrangement he and 
John did business, he said that when John wrote 
a policy he gave him (L. F.) half of the commis- 
sion in lieu of office rent. It is not reasonable 
to suppose that the commissions in that office 
are greater than 30 per cent. If L. F. got 15 of 
that, how could John afford to give a rebate of 
20 per cent? The Runck brothers have been 
playing the game of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
with the board. When L. F. was caught in any 
irregularity, ‘John did it,’ and when John was 
caught ‘L. F. did it.’ John left the board sev- 
eral months ago, because matters were getting 
too hot for him.”’ 


While L. F. Runck says he will not go back 
unless the board does certain things, there is an 
opinion in some quarters ou Third street that his 
companies will force him to go into the board 
again. It is understood that Superintendent of 
Agencies Mansfield of the Milwaukee Mechanics 
has already been here to investigate the trouble. 
While Runck has quite a large business, most 
of it comes to him from other agents. Especi- 
ally is this true with the Milwaukee Mechanics, 
which has quite a number of agents in the city, 
all of whom report to Runck. These agents are 
all board men and of course can have nothing 
further to do with him unless he goes back into 
the board. If he maintains his present position 
his loss of business, it is believed, will be very 
serious. It is on this that the opinion is based 
that his companies will bring pressure upon him 
to get him into the board again. 

If, however, his companies endorse his stand, 
there is likely to be a hot time. At present the 
non-board element consists of Squire, Hahn & 
App, who cause very little trouble apparently, 
John F. Runck, who represents the American 
of Philadelphia. and F. J. Blain & Co., who re- 
present the Continental and State of Illinois, 
If to these, however, is added the L. F. Runck 
list, the non-union element will be strong 
enough, so that it may become necessary to 
make a fight on it. Whether this would be 
done by a determined effort to displace the 
non-boarders’ business wherever found or by 
a general throwing off of rates would have to 
be determined when the time came, 

+ + 
A NON-BOARDER’S IDEA OF LIMA CONDITIONS. 

The statement in the On10 UNDERWRITER 
that Lima agents were surprised at the appoint- 
ment of T. K. Wilkin as agent of the Com- 
mercial Union, when he is a non-boarder and 
represents the Colonial, Manhattan and some 
other companies, generally represented in Ohio 
by non-board agents, has called from Mr. 
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Wilkin a statement of conditions at Lima, as he 
sees them. He says: 

‘‘T am not a rate-cutter, but endeavor to write 
business at what it is worth. I was a member 
of the board here for some years, and know and 
can point out a number of good lines in this 
city carried by board agents at a rebate rate in 
order to secure the entire line. Three of the 
largest agencies here, members of the board, 
rebate or violate board rules every week in the 
year, being very careful to keep their tracks 
well covered up. If I cannot get business with- 
out rebating I don’t want it. One board agency 
here is not satisfied to do business in Lima, but 
is giving agents over this part of the state con- 
siderable annoyance by offering to write certain 


classes of property at ridiculously low rates. I | 


get over northern Ohio quite often and know 
whereof I speak. I believe in local boards 
when agents live up to the rules agreed upon, 
but when they rebate on the sly as they have 
been doing here, I prefer to have nothing to do 
with them. On an average I get as good rates 
as any agency here, some business I write at a 
little less rate than that made by the secretary 
of the local board, others again I ask more, and 
some business the board agents are writing I re- 
fuse to write at any price. Now, I give you 
this information as being the true state of 
affairs, and further think the Commercial Union 


| 


are well satisfied with the amount of business | 
they are getting and the rates obtained on | 


same. Further, I am not depending on the fire 
insurance business for a livelihood, as the first 
mortgage loan business is my principal busi- 
ness, but fire insurance goes along nicely in the 


same office, and I expect to continue in it, and | 
remain outside the board, as long as matters are 
| 


shaped as they are at present.”’ 
HON. W. M. HAHN’S LITTLE NEST EGG. 
While C. B. Squire is keeping the flies off in 
Cleveland a /a the Bradley case, his versatile 
partner, Hon. W. M. Hahn, is not entirely idle. 


The rumor is out, and it appears to be backed 


up by the facts, that he made a flying trip to 
Columbus recently with a view to patching up 


the Hartford Life excess taxation case which | 


became such when he was insurance superin- 
tendent. The Hartford wants something over 
$4,000 which it claims Hahn illegally collected 
from it, and it wants it bad. Part of it will have 


to come out of Hahn’s own pocket, because | 


part of it (one half) went into that capacious 
receptable. The OHIO UNDERWRITER asks that 
it be pardoned for suggesting anything, but 
really, it would seem about time that the two 
front members of this Cleveland firm retire from 
a business in which their peculiar talents place 
them in such a pre-eminent position. 

LATEST FROM COLUMBUS. 

The situation in Columbus remains pretty 
much as it has been for the past four months, 
with the possible exception that Mr. O’Kane 
will not continue to have the assistance of the 
other agents whom he induced, when he found 
himself unable to take the entire Kauffman- 
Lattimer line in his own office, to take a share 
of the line and its attendant trotbles. The Co- 
lumbus agents all seem to realize now that their 
interests lie in 
rates, and if Mr. O’Kane continues to hold out 
in this matter, the responsibility for demoraliza- 
tion, when it comes, will, it is felt, rest upon 
him. A prominent Columbus insurance man in 
an interview said Monday: 

“Mr. O'Kane occupies a unique position. As 
agent of a large number of old line stock com- 
panies he is in the board, and obligated to carry 
out its rules and regulations. As secretary of 
the Franklin of Columbus he claims immunity 
from these rules and regulations, the Franklin 


the adherence to established | 


having at present no special representative in | 


this body; and the many complaints against | 


him of violation he lays upon the Franklin. In 
fact, the contract with the Kauffman-Lattimer 


Company to place their insurance at a cut rate, 
was made by him as secretary of the Franklin 
Insurance Company, and not as local agent of 
companies in Columbus, as he claims. Notwith- 
standing, the Franklin carries but a small line 
there direct, while the balance was placed by 
Mr. O’Kane in the companies represented by 
him as agent, or brokered by him with other 
agents. 

It was supposed recently that the trouble had 
been settled, an agreement having been reached 
and Mr. O'Kane promising to see that the 
entire matter was corrected in accord with the 
obligation resting upon him as a member of the 
board. But he again balked, and his agreement 
to date stands unfulfilled. 

It is apparent that the companies represented 
by Mr. O’Kane, with few exceptions, either do 
not realize the seriousness of the situation, or 
are each expecting the other to pull their chest- 
nuts out of the fire. The fact is that while few 
agents in Columbus have the temerity to invite 
demoralization of rates, knowing that it means 
ruin to all, yet matters there cannot much 
longer continue in their present state. All agree 
that there must be uniformity of rates, or no 
rates at all; and concessions have been made to 
Mr. O’Kane in order to bring about peace, but 
as yet without result.”’ 


OHIO FIRE NOTES. 


Richard Birch and George Morrell have 
opened a general insurance agency at Glen- 
ville, O. 

Harry E. Johnson has disposed of his insur- 
ance business at Camden, O., and will engage 
in the same business in Knox, Ind. 


Mr. N. E. Keeler, of Keeler & Gallagher, 
general agents at Cincinnati of the Aetna, is ex- 
pected home this week from his six week’s so- 
journ on the Pacific coast. 


D. B. Bartholemew has bought an interest in 
the old insurance and real estate agency of M. 
J. Durey & Son of Geneva, O., and the name of 
the firm will henceforth be Durey & Barthole- 
mew. 


John Crooks has bought a half interest in the 
insurance business of Austin Coffman of Ma- 
rietta.. The firm will be known as Coffman & 
Crooks, and will have its office at Room 6, Mills 
Building. 


Winchell & Burgert of Toledo have been ap- 
pointed agents of the Millers & Manufacturers’ 
of Minneapolis, the state agency of which was 
recently taken up from Squire, Hahn & App, of 
Cleveland, 


Secretary Benus of the Cincinnati Under- 
writers hasissued an invitation to the agents to 
come to Cincinnati during the G. A. R. conven- 
tion and make the office of the Underwriters 
their headquarters. 

The new Circleville insurance firm of Ter- 
williger & Abernethy, composed of Meeker 
Terwilliger and Harry Abernethy, has secured 
the Royal, Hartford, and several other compa- 
nies heretofore represented by the Van Heyde 
agency. 

Some companies are refusing to write risks at 
Mt. Washington, one of the suburbs of Cincin- 
nati, because of the number of fires there. The 
council has twice voted down a proposition to 
buy a chemical engine and other outfit at a cost 
of $1,80). 

The Provident Savings Life is congratulating 
itself upon a light mortality this year and a 
handsome increase in the surplus. It now 
stands fourth among the New York companies. 
This progress is facetiously attributed by some 
to the ‘‘luck’’ of President E. W. Scott. 


OHIO LOCAL AGENTS. 





Their Association Now an Assured Success— 
Fifty Delegates Attend the Second An- 
nual Meeting at Put-In Bay. 

Upwards of fifty attended the second annual 
convention at Put-in Bay last Thursday and 
Friday of the Ohio Local Agents’ Association. 
Fifty men gathered from the confines of one 
state to attend the second convention of a fire 
agents’ association is no poor display, and 


| shows the widespread interest the local agency 


| 


organization movement has already created. As 
President Woodworth of the National Associa- 


| tion said, the Ohio Association has before it the 


grandest of opportunities to show its metal and 
worth in dealing with the problems confronting 
the fire underwriters of the state to-day. He 
said he envied, on behalf of his own home as- 
sociation of New York, the local agents of Ohio 
the distinct need and almost necessity of their 


; putting the association in operation against the 


| Josh B. 


many irregularities which seemed to him to 
have become uncommonly prevalent in this 
field. And he was doubtless right. The Ohio 
Association has as desirable a field as could be 
imagined, and judging by the Put-in Bay meet- 
ing, it is fully alive to the fact. It will be sur- 
prising if some material good is not accom- 
plished. The association is not a combination 
of “sore-heads’’ or radicals. On the contrary, 
the fifty agents who assembled at the conven- 
tion were drawn from the ‘‘elite’’ of the profes- 
sion. Here are the names of some of those who 
attended. Any man who knows the agents of 
Ohio at all knows that such men do not get to- 
gether without a definite and wholly worthy 
reason. Thomas C. Goss, of O. M. Stafford, 
Goss & Co.; Albert W. Parsons, president of the 
Cleveland board; T. H. Geer, C. L. Douglas, 
Henry Pears, of J. W. Lee & Co.; George H. 
Olmsted, Cleveland; Louis L. Rauh, of Fred 
Rauh & Co.; J. Gano Wright, L. E. Guntrum, 
Cincinnati; John S. Kountz, Merwin Jackson, 
L. L. Chapman, of Barker, Frost & Co.; Judd 
Richardson, president of the Toledo board; E. 
O. Brown and H. T. Greer, Toledo; Charles W. 
Bryson and A. J. Pembroke, Columbus. From 
through the state there were such men as J. F. 
Deatrick, Defiance; W. L. Alexander, Canton; 
W. H. Armstrong, Ripley; Medbury and Hella- 
well, Youngstown; Hatch and Wilkinson, 
Piqua; Welsh, Mt. Vernon; Beckett, McCon- 
nellsville; Williams, Weston; Leech, Uhrichs- 
ville, and numerous others, some of them 
equally prominent. Letters were read from 
other leading agents who were not present, but 
who expressed themselves as in full sympathy 
with the movement. Some of these were, Col- 
lett, Ironton; Shipley, Cincinnati; Gregory, 
Port Clinton; Iredell and Hall & Harter, Ak- 
ron; Zeller, Ottawa; Harding, Mansfield; Young, 
Salem; Tyler, Huron; Anderson, Greenfield; 
Guthrie, Zanesville; Brooks, Cleveland. But 
one man put the seal of his disapproval on the 
work by refusing to co-operate, and that was 
Davis, of Davis & Wagonet, of San- 
dusky. An inquiry was made as to where San- 
dusky was, but as it was so long ago no one 
could remember. The place is not believed to 
be in Ohio. The meeting opened with an after- 
noon session Thursday, President Jackson in 
the chair. Mrs. E. M. Irving, the talented and 
prepossessing lady agent of Toledo, prefaced 
the affair with a very happily-rendered recita- 
tion. Her entertainment was so well enjoyed 
that she was called for again the next day, 
when she gave a selection from Eugene Field's 
poems. She is a master, or rather mistress, of 


’ elocution. 























PRESIDENT JACKSON'S ADDRESS. 

President Merwin Jackson then read his an- 
nual address. He outlined briefly the proposed 
work of the body at the meeting as a fair dis- 
cussion of agency conditions and irregularities 
in general with particular attention to the evils 
of overhead writing, multiple agencies, and to 
the question, ‘‘to what extent, if any, should 
one agent write policies on property in another's 
territory, and if not at all, what share of the 
commission should be given to the agent who 
controls business located outside of his terri- 
tory.’’ President Jackson expressed his belief 
that no company profited in the end by either 
multiple agencies or overhead writing, while 
agents distinctly suffered; therefore he felt that 
if the companies could be made to see this they 
should be willing to temporarily inconvenience 
themselves to benefit their friends, the agents. 
This particularly because the agents could re- 
ciprocate in so many ways, the chief one of 
which was, of course, by using their influence 
to prevent vicious and unjust legislation. The 
insurance world realizes that if present condi- 
tions prevail and continue to get worse the 
whole agency system of American underwriting 
may be abolished. President Jackson said: 

The trade of local fire insurance agent never has 
offered prospects of wealth, but it has heretofore fur- 
nished to any honest and industrious man, who was 
willing to devote his time and energies to it, a comfort- 
able livlihood, and in lieu of wealth, a well established 
agency connection supplied a provision for old age 
which, with reasonable care, could be made to last as 
long as the man who built it up. It is the loss of this 
feature of the agency system which most concerns the 
local agent of to-day and to preserve which our most 
strenuous efforts should be given. 

Speaking of the association, he said: 

When this association was organized in May of last 
year the local agents of Ohio had begun to feel the need 
of combining for mutual protection, but none of the 
delegates tothat first meeting had any idea of the rapid- 
ity with which the many forces which were sapping the 
strength and undermining the honesty of our business 
would succeed in ruining the work of years and placing 
the insurance business of Ohio on a footing where there 
was no prospect of profit to the company and little or no 
income for the agent. Probably no state in the Union is 
in such a demoralized condition is Ohio, and the 
companies seem powerless to overcome the evils which 
they have brought to life. This demoralized condition 
of affairs is not confined to Ohio by any means, but in a 
greater or less degree, seems to have taken firm root in 
every state. Similar associations to this one have been 
formed in twenty-three states, and others are in process 
of formation, while there is a national association in 
which the strength of all is united, 

If the local agents of the country will give their honest 
efforts to the restoration of good practices and unitedly 
demand the abolition of the primal causes of the disease 
which has seized upon our business, there is no doubt 
but that they can accomplish much, and with the aid of 
the higher grade of managers, restore the former con- 
dition of profit to stockholder, officer and local agent. 


as 


++ ao 
THE ASSOCIATION'S PROGRESS. 

Secretary Bryson stated in his report that 
there were now over 130 members in the associ- 
ation, and that recently the entire membership 
of the local boards at Toledo, Columbus and 
Youngstown had been enrolled, with prospects 
of a number of other good-sized cities following 
the example. Mr. Bryson gave a short outline 
of the organization movement in Ohio, and 
sketched the causes and results of the first meet- 
ing a year ago. Among other things he said: 

A year and over has passed since then, and it has re- 
quired at many points all the hardihood, all the hope 
and all the faith of the local agent if he would continue 
in the business. Perplexities and doubts such as have 
not existed before have confronted us, multiplying from 
day to day, and have served to point out that the root of 
the trouble is not in any one locality. We have found 
that we need co-operation to the end that existing con- 
ditions, as they affect every city, every town, and every 
agency to-day, may be changed for the common good of 
all; and that includes agent, company and assured 

+ + 
CHAIRMAN GEER’'S REPORT. 
Chairman Geer of the Executive Committee 


read-the report of that body, and it was received 
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with general interest and satisfaction. Mr. Geer 
called attention to the fact that there is now no 
organization of any kind either among the com- 
panies or agents as regards Ohio. The compa- 
nies cannot organize, therefore the agents must. 

The responsibility for the proper conduct of the busi- 
ness at this time rests absolutely and entirely with the 
local agent. There is no organization of any kind among 
companies or managers that has jurisdiction in Ohio. 
Agents are clamoring for permission to ‘*protect” their 
business, and a large number of companies yield to their 
entreaties. The starving and bankrupt brokers in New 
York are now reaching out for Western business, to fill 
the hungry mouths not only of the so-called broker 
companies, but also to feed some of the agency compa 
nies who encourage and support them 

We are all suffering from demoralization both without 
and within. The treatment of the local agents on the 
part of many companies has been most shameful, and 
others, in self-defense, have followed their example. 
Overhead writing and the muitip'e agency pest are in 
many localities sapping the very life of the loca! agency 
system. It remains for this decade to witness the strange 
anomaly of certain local agents building up a local busi- 
ness, and at the same time consenting to be hired by 
certain of their companies as local promoters of the 
unlimited multiple agency evil, not only undermining 
the business of their brother locals, but actually destroy- 
ing their own business, by giving their own companies 
into the hands of others, who will in turn compete for 
the very business already on their books. Have not such 
agents actually sold their birthright for a 
pottage ?”’ 

Speaking of legislation, Mr. Geer said: 

As citizens of Ohio, vitally interested in the perpetuity 
of a business upon which the great manufacturing and 
and commercial interests of the state are so dependent, 
we believe it not only our right, but our duty, to appeal 
to every legislator for his support and protection of 
those interests. 

To build upon sure foundations, the work must neces- 
sarily be one of education. First we must educate our- 


‘mess of 


selves 
show by existing facts and figures absolutely convincing 
that the enactment of valued policy laws has actually 
increased the loss ratio, and consequently increased the 
cost of insurance in every state enacting them (save one 

from the very year in which such laws were enacted 

and the one exception is easily explained 

He called on the agents of the state to com- 
plete the work of organizing the association in 
every locality of the state within thirty days. 
Every senatorial district should be organized by 
those already members of the association, and 
the district chairman should be elected, 

Every active, progressive, loyal local agent should co- 
operate in the work of organizing. There will be many 
who will not be with us. They are the dead men—the 
man who puts trust in nobody, including himself—the 
man who does not read the insurance press and who is 
thus entirely out of touch with the insurance world 
the skeptic—the drone—the pessimist—and the man who 
is in the business simply because he can not find any- 
thing else to do, he having been duly installed perhaps 
under the unlimited multiple agency system, thus giving 
him an easy job, unburdened by either authority or re 
sponsibility, the local promoter relieving him of all such 
cares. But few of these classes will be with us. They 
have our sympathy and are really entitled to it. So 
much for our own constituency 

As for our good loya) companies, all such earnestly 
desire the formation of local agents’ associations. The 
highest relation between company and agent is one of 
mutual trust and confidence, and each is needed by the 
other. 

THOSE WHO ARE NOT IN SYMPATHY 

The overhead writing company, which appoints its 
agent in a locality and then proceeds to cut the ground 
the of 
probably at cut rates, will not think highly of this 
association. 

The unlimited multiple agency company, which ap- 
points an agent for a certain territory, and then pro- 
ceeds to divide with others the privilege of issuing its 
policies in that locality, creating competition that kills, 
jealousies that rankle, and a waning in the care of the 
company’s local interests which is eventually fatal toits 
local success—such will not wish us well. 

Such companies are not governed by principle, but by 
greed only, and by their greed they must be controlled 
All companies should be asked to declare themselves as 
to their future course of action upon the questions of 
overhead writing and multiple agency evils. There 
should be no boycotting resolutions; none are necessary 
The companies, in all fairness to themselves and the 
agents, should state their principles and then stand by 
them. We believe the loyal agents will do the rest. 


from under him in interest some broker, and 


MULTIPLE AGENCIES 

Your Executive Committee endorses the following 
resolution, viz.: Resolved. “That it is the sense of this 
association and it so declares it as the first principle of 


Probably but few of us are at this time able to | 
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its platform, that the creation of an agency contract im 
plies, legally and morally, the 
agent of the authorized territory 

We believe the matter of limiting the number of 
agencies is purely a local question, to be decided by the 
first agents of a company in any locality. There is noth 
ng so complicated in the question as to be beyond the 
comprehension of any local agent. The or first 
agents, being responsible for the local business of the 
company, can readily determine by a. majority vote 
whether or not one or more auxiliary agents shall be 
appointed to properly cover the territory. Of course the 
greedy company, that always wants the advantage, may 
attempt to make trouble, but its unfriendly attitude 
would be at once knowm to all agents 

We would therefore recommend that attempt to 
regulate the multiple agency feature in Ohio be under 
taken, and that this association pledge its co-operation 
to that end, and we would that the consent of 
all companies be asked to having the question submitted 
to the first agencies of companies in each town or city 
and that they agree to abide by a majority vote of the 
agents, at a date to be fixed by them 
designate their first agents, as all agents voting on the 
subject should be either sole or first agents. The result 
of such meetings of agents should be to the 
companies, with the date 


absolute control by the 


sole 


suggest 


the companies to 


certified 
of change 


AGENTS SHOULD MAKE RATES 


The question of agents making rates under the O' Neil 
law isanimportant one. They are certainly permitted 
by said law to advise together as to the relative value of 
risks. We believe that persons engaged in the fire in 
surance business can incorporate local inspection bu 
reaus, which shall make advisory rates, and the person 
who would not observe the ‘no gentle 


advisory rate is 


man Of course, schedule rating should be adopted. 
THE ASSOCIATION'S PLATFORM. 
A committee consisting of Neale, Rauh, 
Hodge, Wilkinson, Armstrong, Medbury, Goss 


and Geer, was appointed to boil down the 
president’s, secretary’s and executive commit- 
tee chairman’s report into a general platform, 
or basis of the principles of the association. The 
result was that the conservative course laid 
down at the St. Louis meeting, and further en- 
dorsed at Detroit, by the National Association, 
was adopted as the best policy for Ohio, with a 
few additions and changes to suit Ohio condi- 
tions. 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT WOODWORTH. 

C. H. Woodworth of Buffalo, president of the 
National Association, was present as an invited 
guest and was elected an honorary member. 
Mr. Woodworth read a carefully prepared and 
quite elaborate paper on ‘“‘The Demand Upon 
Local Agents and Our Response.’’ Under this 
somewhat general title Mr. Woodworth gave 
practically an official statement, outlining the 
general course of the association and treating 
in a general way of the most important matters 
affecting the association. It is pretty well rec- 
ognized that this paper is to be taken as his 
official pronunciamento after the national meet- 
ing at Detroit at which he became president. 
There may be all kinds of reports as to what 
the association will, or will not do, but so far as 
the president’s action is concerned it is safe to 
say his paper read at this meeting outlined thor- 
oughly his sentiments and the policy he has 
adopted, as much as a man can adopt them on 
behalf of an association of which he is presi- 
dent. The Ohio convention furnished a good 
opportunity to make this needed declaration, 
and with his usual appreciation he seized it. 
Mr. Woodworth’s paper was a lengthy one, but 
very important. It has been printed and copies 
can be secured from him. It will receive fur- 
ther attention in a future issue of the On10 UN- 
DERWRITER. After reviewing the situation, 
mostly from a general point of view, Mr. Wood- 
worth, closing, said: 

The demand upon local agents then, is this:—Evils ex 
ist which imperil all interests and reforms are needed 
for the benefit of all interests. There is no certainty 
that other forces will eliminate the former or secure the 
latter in the immediate future, hence the demand upon 
local agents to help the reforms and hinder the evils on 
the general ground that it is always a duty to support 
the right and oppose the wrong and on the particular 
grounds that we are partly responsible for present con 
ditions; that we are under obligations to the property 
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owners who are our clients, that our companies have in- 
vited our help,and that our self-interest requires action. 
Our response to this demand has been the organization 
of the National Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents, and its official action reviewed by me to-day, Our 
association has claimed only the prerogatives to which 
local agents are unquestionably entitled. We have con- 
demned only those things that every fair, honorable and 
reasonable man condemns, and we have approved only 
those things that every fair, honorable and reasonable 
man approves. With this clear title to our existence and 
with this clear record of action we offer our assistance 
on lines already assumed by the association and along 
any others which may be suggested and approved for 
the furtherance of the great business in which we are 
engaged and for the benefit of this great nation of which 
we are proud to be a part 

Fire Insurance Men of Ohio, I will not outrage your 
intelligence by believing that there is one among you 
unconvinced of the need and importance of our organi- 
zation. This conclusion has not been reached by you in 
ill-tempered haste, nor has it been brought about by 
heated invective or plausible argument. It is the ver- 
dict of your clear reason and sound judgment after a 
calm, dispassionate and judicial consideration of the un- 
impeachable evidence offered your own senses and the 
unenviable experience blazed upon your own business 
lives. Will not all of you then fall in line with us to 
battle against encroaching evils and in support of needed 
reforms? Let usin the future, as has been our record in 
the past, enter no controversy until sure we are right, 
and then move on cautiously, judiciously and unfalter- 
ingly. We may sometimes be content, perhaps, after 
partial victories, to rest on ourarms fora time, and there 
entrench ourselves and await re-enforcements rather 
than suffer unnecessary loss from forced marches and 
impetuous charges; but may we never be satisfied until 
the demand upon us is being responded to by every local 
agent in the land, unitedly marching under our banner 
to support right principles and to destroy bad practices 
in fire underwriting. 


++ b+ 


MULTIPLE AGENCY DISCUSSION. 

The discussion as to multiple agencies was in- 
teresting and instructive. The question, ‘‘Has 
the multiplication of agents increased or de- 
creased the business on the whole,’’ provoked 
opinions from the agents generally that the 
business had decreased. As one of the causes 
for the disorganization in Cleveland, for in- 
stance, it had much to do with bringing about 
the demoralization which caused a drop of $400,- 
000 in premiums last year. John F. Deatrick, of 
Defiance, mentioned a case where the under- 
writer's agency of a company represented in his 
office had competed with him through another 
agent and cut the rate onarisk. As the com- 
pany in Mr, Deatrick’s office had carried the 
risk he promptly went his competitor one better 
and made a larger reduction in the rate, finally 
holding the business. When the smoke cleared 
away it was found the competing agent pro- 
posed placing the policy in the annex of the 
company which always had had the line. Mr. 
Deatrick took advantage of the occasion to 
notify the manager that he had been competing 
with himself. The impression prevailed among 
the agents that the only way to meet the com- 
panies on multiple agencies and overhead writ- 
ing was to cause a loss of business to those 
practicing either; to more liberally patronize 
the companies that protected them than those 
that did not. It was felt that a compilation 
should be made showing up the more radical 
disturbers of these underlying agency princi- 
ples, and thus give the agents the opportunity 
of discriminating in favor of their friends. 

++ ++ 
E. O BROWN’S PAPER. 

Major E. O. Brown, the old-time agent of To- 
ledo, read a well-written paper on ‘‘Are the In- 
terests of the Company, Agent and Assured 
Identical ?'’ He conclusively proved that they 
were. Mr. Brown is a thoroughly-experienced 
insurance man and his mind is a store-house of 
knowledge of the business in the last forty 
years. He was one of the charter members of 
the Toledo board. Mr. Brown’s paper closed 
Thursday’s proceedings. 

++ ++ 
ANTI-TRUST LAW DISCUSSION. 

Friday morning’s session opened with a dis- 

cussion of the Ohio anti-trust law and of the 


question whether it applies to agents. Some of 
the insurance men present had made considera- 
ble research on this point, and the general be- 
lief was that agents could make and maintain 
rates providing they did so individually, and 
bore the expense themselves. It was felt it 
would not be legal for the companies to pay for 


| the rating, though there would be no objection 


to increasing agents’ commissions to cover the 
increased cost of handling the business. W. L. 
Alexander, of Canton, is probably the best 
posted local agent in Ohio on this subject, as 
for some time past he has been studying the 
points involved, in which he has also engaged 
the services of an attorney. Mr. Alexander gave 
it as his opinion that the O’Neil law could not 
affect local agents or local boards 0} erated en- 
tirely by agents, and he said there was a doubt 
as to whether the general anti-trust law would 
apply to boards and agents. He made a motion 
to have the executive committee take into con- 
sideration the advisability of having some local 
board incorporate and bring a test case to finally 
decide the question. The agents do not wish to 
violate the law any more than do the compa- 
nies, and it is time they should know whether 
or not they have the right to combine for 
mutual protection, .ither for or against the 
companies or the public. Mr. Alexander's mo- 
tion was passed, and on the resignation of J S. 
Kountz, of Toledo, from the executive commit- 
tee, he was elected in his place, so as to be 
better able to handle this part of the work. Ar- 
rangements will probably be made to institute 
a test case and get a decision before the next 
meeting at Columbus six months hence. There 
is no doubt that the agents are in a better posi- 
tion to handle the present situation than the 
companies. 
A. J. PEMBROKE’S PAPER. 

The subject ‘‘Local Boards’’ was treated in a 
masterly way by A. J. Pembroke, the Columbus 
agent. There was no paper read at the meeting 
which was better appreciated than this one. 
Mr. Pembroke dwelt on the value and uses of 
the board, and on the necessit of harmony as 
well as firmness in conducting its policy. He 
handled the subject so well that the representa- 
tives of the /ndicator and OHIO UNDERWRITER 
present were requested to publish the paper en- 
tire, which they willingly consented todo. A 
committee of three, of which Mr. Pembroke was 
made chairman, was appointed to draft a model 
constitution and by-laws with a view to uniform 
use by Ohio local boards. The agreement will 
be as simple and short as possible in order to 
cover the ground. Mr. Pembroke’s paper will 
appear in full in the next issue of the OHIO 
UNDERWRITER. 


ot ++ 


THE HOTEL VICTORY. 
If the green-goods man who is in disguise as 


| clerk at the Hotel Victory ever strikes a town 


where any of the delegates live, and don’t hide 
himself, the chances are good that he will ride 
out of town with nothing between him but one 
of Abe Lincoln's old sfand-bys. The attendants 
on the convention were the victims of as smooth 
a trick, and as effective, as the three-card monte 
or a doctered slot machine. The arrangement 
with the hotel was that a reduction of 50 cents 
a day should be allowed from the regular rates. 
When the insurance men came to pay their bills 
they were charged the rates quoted to them 
when registering, and the management, includ- 
ing the aforesaid ‘‘plugger’’ clerk, lost their 
hope of salvation trying to make the whole con- 
vention believe it had just emerged from a pipe- 
dream. ‘They claimed they had quoted the net 
rate at the beginning. But it was no go, and 
reenforcements coming up for the advance 
guard of the underwriters, “Billy the Bat’’ and 
his cohorts retired, vanquished and proven 


| falsifiers. 


It will be a cold day when the in- 
surance men of Ohio will play in the Hotel 
Victory’s back yard again. 
++ ++ 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

It was decided to change the meetings of the 
association from annual to semi-annual, and the 
next will be held at Columbus. The officers for 
the coming term were elected as follows: Presi- 
dent, Merwin Jackson, Toledo; Ist vice-presi- 
dent, A. Wm. Neale, Cleveland; 2d vice- 
president, J. Gano Wright, Cincinnati; secre- 
tary, C. W. Bryson, Columbus; treasurer, W. J. 
Eilber, Columbus; chairman executive com- 
mittee, T. H. Geer, Cleveland; chairman mem- 
bership committee, A. W. Parsons, Cleveland; 
executive committee, Louis L. Rauh, Thomas 
C. Goss, A. W. Parsons, F.C. McElroy, A. J. 
Pembroke, W. L. Alexander, Judd Richardson, 
Wm. Welsh, C. A. Leech, and C. A Farnham. 
The senatorial districts through the state will 
be organized by the agents themselves in the 
several localities, with the co-operation of chair- 


' man Geer of Cleveland. 


OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


New Agencies and Changes Among Fire 
Agents Recently Made. 


Aetna—Geo. Rudge & Son, Youngstown; 
Townsend & Townsend, New London; Jno. 
Moodie, (from A. A. Davis), Jackson Center; 
Frank W. Howard, Grafton. 

Agricultural—R. B. Crawford, Jr., Massillon. 

Com’l Union—E. S. Lyon, E. Palestine; H. 
W. Meeker, Franklin. 

County of Phila.—Jno. O’Connor & Sons, 
Lima; Geo. B. Crane, Findlay; David B. Hall, 
Norwalk. 

Detroit—W. L. Reed, Portsmouth. 

Fire Ass'n—F. E. Mann, Gahanna; B. T. 
Duffey, Cleveland 

Franklin, Pa.—D. & L. V. Uncapher, Marion. 

Grand Rapids—Frank H. Rummell, Kenton; 
Ira E. Sprankle, Medina. 

Hartford—Clinton M. Bixler, Leetonia; Frank 
R. Lutz, Arcanum; A. K. McConnell, New 
London. 

Imperial—Oregon E. Rhodes, Kenton. 

Milwaukee Fire—Jno. E. Johns, Massillon; 
Chas. Stratton, Uhrichsville; Wm. A. Wagner 
and John F. Kollar, New Philadelphia; Creamer 
& Neff, Bellaire; R. T. Howell, Alba B. Martin; 
and Frank W. Martin, Bridgeport: Jas. M. 
| Power, Steubenville; Farr & Shannon, Eaton, 
Sidney Sanders, Columbus Grove; H. C. Sett- 
lage, Wapakoneta; Godfrey Sutermeister, Ken- 
ton; Retta M. Noble, Tiffin; Runck, Lahusen & 
Heinsheimer, and Chas. E. Marshall, Cincinnati. 

Mil. Mech.—A. B. Martin & Sons, Geneva. 

Millers & Mfrs.— Leonard Parks, Cleveland. 

North America—A. K. McConnell, New Lon- 
don. 

N. W. Nat’l.—C. E. Marshall, Cincinnati; 
Hakes & Lacey, Paulding; Oran S. Yount, 
Covington; Van A. Snider, Lancaster. 

N. B. & M.—Ward & Boyle, Circleville; Robt. 
F. McCoppin, Waverly. 

Queen—Juo. D. Hyde, Leipsic. 

Phila. Und.—Jno. M. Bradley, New Concord; 
Seager & Heffner, Fremont; Edwin T. Paul 
& Co., Ottawa. 

Phoenix, Ct.—Wm. A. Garver, Canal Dover; 
J. F. Flanagan, London; W. W. Hester, Blan- 
chester. 

Reliance—Hattersley & Cartwright, Toledo; 
Jno. D. Fidler, Troy; Hough & Riegel, Green- 
ville. 

Royal Ex.—Seward & Sloneker, Hamilton. 

Saginaw Valley—Frank McElroy, Lorain. 

State of Ill._—A. N. Elliott, Cleveland. 

Sun, La.—E. F. Kimmel, Dayton. 

Union, Pa.—Jno. T. Shea, Galion; Geo. H. 
& Fred Van Wagener, London. 


C. P. Chapman, agent at Pittsfield, Ill., for 
the Aetna in its Cincinnati department since 
1854, died August 20th. He was one of the 


| oldest agents of the company. 





~ LIFE INSURANGE NEWS. 


U. S. LIFE HONORED. 

At the election of the National Association of 
Life Underwriters at Minneapolis, R. E. Coch- 
ran of New York was made president and E. 
W. Christy of Cleveland re-elected secretary. 
Both are managers for their respective states of 
the United States Life. Mr. Cochran also holds 
the position of first vice-president of the com- 
pany. The Mutual Life agents seem to hold 
the palm on essay-writing Geo. W. Johnston, 
manager at Cincinnati, captured the loving cup 
and Robert L.. Foreman, manager of agents at 
Atlanta, received honorable mention. 


UNION CENTRAL BEING EXAMINED. 

The Union Central is undergoing its annual 
examination at the hands of the Ohio Insurance 
Department. Two boys from Gallipols, Ohio, 
are now checking over the securities, and it is 
understood will stay for the G. A. R. They get 
$5 a day and hotel expenses. The law allows 
this and $10 a day to the one having the exam- 
ination in charge. Altogether the expense will 
reach nearly a thousand dollars. The depart- 
ment is not to be blamed, for it is carrying out 
the law, but such an examination is absolutely 
of no real value. It is unnecessary in the case 
of the Union Central, and if it were timely, as 
conducted it would result in nothing. 

++ 
ALLEGED REBATING AT KENT. 

Something interesting is expected to happen 
in life insurance circlesin Kent, O. C. M. Davis, 
agent of the John Hancock, is doing a big busi- 
ness there, writing, it is said, about $200,000 a 
year. Until recently his main local competitor 
has been W. W. Reed of the Aitna. About two 
months ago Wm. A. Simmons came from New 
Haven, Conn., and was appointed special agent 
of the Northwestern Mutual. He is not only a 
well-informed life insurance man and a good 
worker, but keeps his eyes open to learn what 
is going on about him. What he has learned is 
said to be that Davis has been rebating, and he 
is understood to have reported a case to the re- 
bate referee. The decision has not yet been 
rendered. 


++ 


++ 
HOME LIFE CHANGES AT DETROIT. 

The resignation of S. F. Angus, as general 
manager of the Home Life for Michigan, 
Ontario, and part of Ohio, has gone into effect 
and Mr. Angus has returned to his old position 
as state agent of the National Life for Michigan. 
G. W. Murray, inspector of agencies of the 
Home, has been in Detroit making the changes 
consequent upon the resignation. The com- 
pany’s offices have been moved in the Majestic 
Building to rooms 1405-6-7. Wm. Van Sickle, 
who since boyhood has been connected with the 
Detroit general office, gets a well-earned promo- 


++ 


tion from cashier to general manager for 
Michigan. He is succeeded as cashier by Allan 
Murray. William J. Dawson is state agent, and 


D. A. Fluker, general agent. 


+ + 
THE ANTI-REBATE COMPACT. 

Commenting upon the anti-rebate compact of 
the life insurance companies the Chicago /n/er- 
Ocean says, that recent decisions by Referee 
Reed show that it is still serving a useful pur- 
pose. While several companies appear indif- 
ferent and one large company appears utterly 
to ignore its obligations to report rebators, re- 
bating has materially decreased. If all compa- 
nies were faithful to the compact and more un- 
relenting in prosecuting rebators, there can be 
no question as to the result. To the New York 
Life belongs much of the honor for what pro- 
gress has been made. Of thirty-three convic- 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


tions by Referee Reed, twenty-nine were on 
complaints by that company or its representa- 
tives, and ten of the agents convicted of the 
practice were agents of that company. In nearly 
all these instances the company was complain- 
ant. Agents of the New York Life know that 
no mercy will be shown them by the home 
office if the referee finds them guilty. If other 
companies were to pursue the same course, re- 
bating would soon be nearly stamped out. 


LIFE UNDERWITERS’ CONVENTION. 


The Life Association Holds a Profitable 
Meeting at Minneapolis. 


The ninth annual convention of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters was held in 
I7th, 18th and 19th of 
Over a hundred delegates, represent- 


Minneapolis on the 
August. 
ing twenty-one associations, were present, be- 
sides numerous ladies, officials of companies 
and representatives of the insurance press. 
After the addresses of welcome and responses, 
President T. H. Bowles delivered his annual 
address. The chief points touched upon were 
the questionable methods of certain agents in 
undermining the reputation of other companies 
among those insured in them, and hostile legis- 
lation. 

F. C. Oviatt, editor of the Philadelphia /n/e/- 
ligencer, delivered an address on ‘‘What Are 
We Here For?’ He held that the association 
is not a legislative body but its object is to im- 
prove the business of life underwriting by more 
ethical methods among agents. An able ad- 
dress by Judge M. B. Koon of Minneapolis, a 
well-prepared paper by David N. Holway of 
Boston on ‘‘The Power of Education in Field 
Work,’’ a technical paper by Dr. J. W. Fisher, 
medical director of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life, and the papers of George W. Johnson of 
Cincinnati and Robert L. Foreman of Atlanta, 
in competion for the Calef loving cup were in- 
teresting features of the program. 

Resolutions were adopted on the death of Ben. 
Williams, of the executive committee. 

By resolution the association pledged itself to 
continue its efforts to suppress the practice of 
“twisting’’ policies. 

The following officers were unanimously 
elected for the coming year: President—Rich- 
ard E. Cochran, United States Life, New York; 
vice-presidents — Charles W. Pickell, Mass. 
Mutual, Detroit; C. W. Rainey, Mutual Benefit, 
Nebraska; H. S. Bull, Albany; Frank M. Joyce, 


Mutual Benefit. Minneapolis; B. G. Segog, 
Northwestern Mutual, Duluth; S. F. Habbe, 
Mass. Mutual, Indianapolis; Clarence Angier, 


Atlanta; G. M. Stolp, National, San Francisco; 
T. C. Thompson, National, Tennessee; John A, 
Brown, Equitable, Kansas City; secretary—E. 
W. Christy, United States, Cleveland; execu- 
tive committee--Wm. D. Wyman, Chicago (to 
fill unexpired term of Ben. Williams); Joseph 
W. Pressy, Penn Mutual, Rochester; F. H. 
Hazelton, Equitable, Portland, Me ; B. F. Ess, 
United States, New Haven; James L. Johnson, 
Springfield, Mass.; I. T. Martin, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

Buffalo was chosen as the place of holding the 
next convention. 

The social side of the convention was a suc- 
cess in every way. The underwriters of the 
Twin Cities did everything possible to make the 
visitors’ stay pleasant. The convention closed 
with a banquet at the West Hotel, at which 225 
guests enjoyed the menu and the feast of oratory 
that followed. 

A number of delegates went to the Yellow- 
stone National Park after the convention. 


G. Walter Meade of Detroit, who has repre- 
sented the Michigan Mutual, has become agent 
of the Berkshire. ’ 
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A “STIPULATED PREMIUM” POLICY. 


That Adopted by the Cincinnati Life Asso- 
ciation. 

Life 
arrangements 


The Cincinnati 
completed 


Association has about 


its for qualifying 
All 


the old assessment policies will be continued as 
heretofore, but the funds of the different classes 


under the Ohio stipulated premium law. 


will, as allowed by the law, be kept separate. 
The association will issue three new forms of 
policies, all based on legal reserve premiums. 
Mr. McEwen, for the insurance department, is 
valuing the association's policies and it is 
understood he will find them backed by the 
necessary reserve under the stipulated law. The 
rates on the new policies are about equal to 
those of the Prudential and other old line com- 
panies on the same plans. The association’s 
new policies are whole life, renewable term and 
limited payment. The form of contract which 
is allowed under the new law may be of interest 
to Ohio life men. 
assessment 


It will be noted there is no 
Here is the Whole Life 
Policy of the Cincinnati Life, which is probably 
a fair criterion of those of other Ohio stipulated 
premium companies: 

The Cincinnati Life Association, in considera- 
tion of the representations made to it in the 
application for this policy, which is hereby 
made a part of this contract, and the stipulated 
premium of Dollars, to it in hand 
paid and for the same amount to be hereafter 


clause 


paid during life, to the Association 
or its accredited agent, on the first day of 

doth hereby promise and agree 
with (herein called the insured), 
h family, heirs or legal representatives, to 
pay to the sum of Dollars 


upon the death of the insured during the con- 
tinuance of this contract. Payment of this 
policy will be made at the home office of the 
Association within ninety days after the accept- 
ance of due notice and satisfactory proof of the 
death of the insured. 

This policy is also subject to the following 


conditions: 

First: This Association was re-incorporated June 23, 
1898, “not for profit,” under the Act of the Ohio Legis- 
lature of April 25, 1805, authorizing life insurance on 
stipulated premium plans, is subject to the provisions 
thereof and this policy is also subject to the provisions 
thereof. 

Second : The insured shall not be liable for the losses 
or liabilities of the Association 

Third : The stipulated premium upon this policy shall 
be due and payable annually in advance; but for con- 
venience, the same may be paid semi-annually, quar- 
terly or bi-monthly, at the option of the insured; Pro- 
vided, that in the event of the death of the insured, 
paying periodically, the stipulated premium for the 
balance of the year shall be deducted from the value of 
the policy when the final payment is made. 

Fourth : If the insured shall fail to pay any stipulated 
premium within ten days after it is due, this policy and 
all the benefits pertaining thereto will be forteited 
Any policy, forfeited by failure to pay any stipulated 
——- as above, may be reinstated by the insured, he 
eing alive andin good health, paying all arrearages 
within thirty days after it was due. Any policy, for- 
feited by failure to pay any stipulated premium for 
thirty days after it was due, shall forfeit all payments 
made thereon to the Association and the Association 
shall be released from all liability on account of such 
forteited policy. 

Fifth; After three years from the date of this policy 
it shall be incontestable except for non payment of 
stipulated premiums, fraud and misstatement of age 
and also except if the insured shall enter or be engaged 
in any military or naval service, except in time of peace; 
be personally engaged in blasting, mining, submarine 
operations or the production of highly inflammable or 
explosive substances ; or as laborer in any capacity upon 
service on sea, lake or railroad without the consent of 
the Association in every such case ; or if his death shall 
be caused by the use of intoxicating drinks or opium . 
or if within three years after the date of this policy he 
shall die by his own hands, sane or insane; then, and 
in every such case, this policy shall be null and void. 

Sixth: Upon written request and transmission of this 
policy, if in force, to the home office of the Association, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, this policy may be exchanged at any 
time, without expense fora policy of any other form 
issued by the Association whereby the liability of the 
Association shall not be increased upon the payment of 
the stipulated premium therefor at the then age of the 
insured. 

Seventh: Agents are not authorized to make, alter 
or discharge contracts, waive forfeitures or make any 
indorsements whatever on this policy ‘ 

Eighth: The policy-holder shall give timely notice to 
the Association of any change of residence or post-office 
address, 

Ninth: Within one year from the decease of the in- 














sured, the Association must be furnished, at its home 
office, in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, with proofs of 
death, which shall comprise satisfactory evidence estab- 
lishing the validity of the claim, and the lapse of one 
year before filing such proof shall constitute a conclu- 
sive bar to any recovery thereon. ; 

Tenth ; The insured, by virtue of this policy, while the 
same remains in force, is a member of the Cincinnati 
Life Association, and is entitled to vote at its annual 
meetings, which are holden at its home office, in Cincin- 
nail, Ohio, on the ninth day of June in each year. 


In Witness Whereof, the Cincinnati Life 
Association has caused these presents to be 
signed by the President and Secretary, 
and the Seal of the Association to be affixed, in 
the city of Cincinnati, state of Ohio, this 
day of A. D. 18 


A GAME OF FREEZE-OUT. 
What the National Fraternal Union is Try- 
ing on its Seven Year Class. 

In the last issue of the OHIO UNDERWRITER 
the announcement was made of the appointment 
of a receiver for the National Fraternal Union of 
Cincinnati. Since that time there have been 
some more developments that promise to swamp 
the concern entirely. Levi C. Goodale was ap- 
pointed receiver of that part of the society’s 
business relating to the seven-year class of certifi- 
cates, at the suit of A. J. De Ford, holder of one of 
these certificates which had matured. On Satur- 
day a number of holders of seven-year certifi- 
cates filed an answer and cross-petition in which 
they declare that the whole order is insolvent 
and that a receiver should be appointed for all 
the funds. 

It appears that the National Fraternal Union, 
like many other assessment concerns, finds the 
old members are getting burdensome and wants 
to freeze them out, In this case the class that 
causes the trouble is the seven-year class, most 
of whose certificates mature in 1898 and 1899 
and call for $1,000 each on maturity. If the 
Union could get rid of these people or get their 
claims out of the way, there would bea period 
of comparative rest until the twelve-year certifi- 
cates mature. In the cross-petition filed on 
Saturday it is claimed that the original petition 
of De Ford was filed in collusion with the offi- 
cers of the Union, to enable them to avoid pay- 
ing these certificates. It is further claimed that 
Goodale, being supreme vice-chancellor of the 
order and hostile to the seven-year class, is not 
disinterested and therefore not a proper person 
for receiver. 

The cross-petition denies that all the funds 
except those of the seven-year class are in good 
condition and charges that over $210,000 is due 
seven-year certificate holders, that a large num- 
ber have matured and have not been paid and 
that a large number are about to mature. It is 
charged that the society has obligated itself to 
pay the holders of other certificates more than 
$7,000,000, and that during the past few years it 
has sought to establish certificates for longer 
periods than seven years, when in fact all the 
funds were insufficient to meet the seven-year 
certificates. 

The assessmen* scheme is one of the richest 
parts of the charges in the cross-petition. It is 
alleged that the officers have claimed the right 
to levy additional assessments, known as debit 
assessments, of $2.50 each and that 180 of them 
have already been levied and still there are 
more to come. If this is done, it is claimed 
that each certificate-holder, at the maturity of 
his certificate will have paid in the full amount 
of it with interest at six per cent. 

It is further charged that some of the holders 
of seven-year certificates have been paid more 
than their pro rafa share of the seven-year 
fund, that others have been paid out of the 
order of the maturity of their certificates and 
that others have consented to receive less than 
they are entitled to. A division of funds is 








charged, by which part of the money due the 
seven-year class is being held to pay other cer- 
tificates. 

The cross-petitioners hold that the funds be- 
long to no one class but to all equally and 
should be distributed equally among all certifi- 
cate-holders, that the organization is insolvent, 
that it has conducted business at a loss and will 
continue to do so and will further waste its as- 
sets if permitted to continue in business. They 
therefore pray that the appointment of a re- 
ceiver be set aside and that a new one be ap- 
pointed for all the assets and that an equal and 
equitable distribution of all funds on hand, or 
to be realized, be made. 

If the cross-petitioners are correct in their 
statements, the National Fraternal Union is cer- 
tainly shown up in a very bad light and it is to 
be hoped that the court will see its way clear to 
take steps to choke off one more fake. 


Prudential Special Week. 


The Prudential districts in Ohio and Indiana 
are to have an interstate contest during the 
week of September 26 for ordinary, industrial 
and collections. In Ohio it will be known as 
the ‘‘Hamilton’’ week and in Indiana as the 
‘*Baker’’ week, in honor of the division super- 
intendents under whom the forces of the two 
states work. Superintendent of Agencies Bohl 
has been stirring the men up for the past ten 
days and the chances are that the special week 
will be a ‘‘hummer’’. 


An Old Sensation Recalled. 


The case of A. R. Burnam, executor of Charles 
F, White vs. the Nederland Insurance Co., 
which has recently been on trial at Frankfort, 
Ky., recalls a matter that stirred Kentucky life 
insurance circles at one time. Several years 
ago, before the Nederland quit writing life 
business in this country, it was alleged that the 
company had discovered that in certain parts of 


| Kentucky, risks unfit for insurance were being 


run in upon it through misrepresentations, 
winked at in some instances by the company’s 
own servants. It was at that time that the 


| late Charles F. White took out $16,000 with 


the Nederland. After his death the company 
refused payment on the ground of misrepre- 
sentations made in the application. The case 
will probably go to the United States Supreme 
Court ultimately. 


The [lutual’s Examination Finished. 


The examination of the Mutual Life of New 
York, in which the insurance commissioners of 
New York, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota and Missouri have been engaged 
since May 16, has been practically finished and 
most of the clerical force has been discharged. 
There remains the valuation of the company’s 
real estate, which will be done by the insurance 
departments of New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, and the consideration of the final 
report, which will propably be attended to at 
the meeting of the commissioners at Milwaukee 
next month. 


John Sharman, superintendent of the Western 
& Southern at Mansfield, has been transferred 
to one of the Cincinnati districts. 


It is understood that Mr. Merwin will retire 
from the firm of Skinner & Merwin, Ohio state 
managers of the Washington Life, and that Dr 
E. C. Skinner will have sole charge. 

The Metropolitan’s annual banquet for the 
Cleveland, Detroit, Sandusky, Toledo, Akron, 
Youngstown, Findlay and Zanesville districts 
will be held in Cleveland on Sept. 21. President 
Hageman and Second Vice-President Gaston will 


| be present 
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New Liability Competitor. 

The Maryland Casualty, of Baltimore, has 
definitely decided to enter Ohio at once for lia- 
bility insurance and put up the $50,000 deposit 
with the state. It is known the company has 
been considering this move for some time. It 
is now perfecting the necessary arrangements 
with the Ohio department. Mr. Watson, who 
has just established headquarters at Cincinnati 
for the railroad installment department of the 
company, will have nothing to do with the lia- 
bility business, which will be vigorously pushed. 
The manager or managers have not yet been 
selected, and it is expected there will be a warm 
contest for the agency. There are at present 
but three companies transacting liability busi- 
ness in Ohio, the Employers, Travelers, and 
Standard, and the latter is cutting down its 
lines very largely. The Travelers and Employ- 
ers are the two chief writers, and both are mem- 
bers of the compact. The Maryland is an anti- 
compact company and will work independently 
in Ohio, It has surplus including capital of 
$750.000. The liability men of the state are 
awaiting its advent with no little interest. The 
statement that it will enter is made on the 
authority of the company itself, and it is there- 
fore authentic. 








Michigan Casualty Appointments. 

The following agents have been recently ap 
pointed by casualty companies doing business 
in Michigan: 

JEtna Acci.—Geo. W. White & Co, Adrian; 
Chas. H. Nickerbocker, Albion; Henry F. 
Burtch, Big Rapids; Chas. E. Russell, Cadillac, 
Jos. H. Montague, Coldwater; J. Will Marvin, 
Hillsdale; Frank A. Foster, Ludington; Geo. 
W. Swigart, Manistee; E. S. Bowen, Mt. Pleas- 
ant; John C. Holden, Reed City, Charles T. 
Schulte, Saginaw. 

Fid. & Cas.—E. S. Gilmore, Ann Arbor; F. 
Twiss, Bear Creek; A. C. Wynkoop, Cedar Run; 
R. F. Fox, Chief Lake; C. W. Loufflet, Cope- 


| mish; L. E. Vorce, Frankfort; W. E. Miller, In- 


terlocken; N. E. Degen, Lake Ann; V. R. Plee, 


| Lemon Lake; F G. Trimble, Manistee; C. A. 


Cook, Manistee Crossing; Charles Kelsey, Mar- 
quette; L. A. Battin, Nessen City; W. H. Scott, 
Onekama; B. S. Stratton, Owosso; P. I. Carson, 
Port Huron; A. W. Killmer Solon; Frank B. 
Bauer, Tecumseh; H. W. Cunningham, Trav- 


| erse City. 


| pany. 


Lloyds Plate Glass—E. J. Southworth, Hud- 
son; W. M. Ransom, Jonesville; Ed. E. Root, 
Manchester; Alfred James, Tecumseh. 

Union Cas & Surety James T. Haly, Calu- 
met. 

U. S. Casualty—Thomas Davey, Detroit. 





Maryland Casualty’s Installment Business. 

The railway installment business of the Mary- 
land Casualty company is to be managed from 
Cincinnati. R. E. Watson, the newly appointed 
manager for the entire country, comes from At- 
lanta, Ga. It was announced that he would 
make his headquarters at Chicago; but, after 
looking that city over, Mr. Watson concluded 
that he preferred the climate of Cincinnati and 
came here. Large offices have been opened in 
the Masonic Temple on Third street. 

It is now known that the Maryland Casu- 
alty Company will enter Ohio as a liability com- 
Mr. Watson has charge of only the one 
department and his location in Cincinnati has 
no bearing on the actions of the liability de- 
partment. As the Maryland Casualty is a non- 
compact company, its policy in the installment 
business will be watched with interest. 


Major Quinn, superintendent of the Provident 
Savings, who has been at work in Central Ohio 
for some time, has returned to Kentucky. 


-er 
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—— 


THE OHIO UNDERW ‘RITER. 





A considerable number of the members of the | 
United Friends of Michigan, a defunct concern | 
with $24 of assets and about $16,0°0 of liabili- | 
ties, are being tran:ferred to the Fraternal Alli- 
ance Life Insurance Association, of Milwaukee. 
Some members declare they have had enough 
of fraternal insurance and refuse to be shifted. 





OGDEN—David Ogden, an old and highly re- 
spected local agent at Crestline, died Saturday, 
August 27, 1898, at the age of 79 years. Mr. 
Ogden had outlived his wife and children, his 
only relatives being two grandchildren. He 
has been in the insurance business fifteen years, 
was a life-long Mason, joining in 1844, and had 
occupied a number of positions of honor, such 
as member of city council and board of educa- | 
tion, mayor of city and justice of the peace. 


Wanted 


establish a news connection covering all 
parts of Ohio, Michigan, and West Virginia, 
not already arranged for. We particularly 
want general correspondents at Dayton, 
Columbus, and Cleveland, Ohio; Grand 
Rapids, Lansing, Saginaw, and at some 
point in the upper peninsula, Michigan; 








The OHIO UNDER- | 
~ WRITER desires to | 


Wheeling, West Virginia, and other points | 


of minor importance. 
paid. Address: Cincinnati. 


For Sale — Fike Insurance 


Liberal space rates | 


| in Ohio. 


Good Agency in City of 20,000 in Ohio. | 


Five first-class Companies represented. 
Premiums about $3,000.00 per annum. 
Very little soliciting has been done. This 
Agency can be bought at a reasonable 
figure, for cash. Address, 

‘‘Insurance,’’ care Ohio Underwriter. 


Good Insurance Men 


will be given Good Contracts to sell | 
Insurance for the old PHCENIX [UT- 
UAL LIFE in Southern Ohio and 
Kentucky, by addressing 


R. N. FRYER, Gen’l Agt., 


Cincinnati, O. or Louisville, ~- 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE CO. 
Established 1847. 
AGENT WANTED FOR CINCINNATI. | 
Liberal Contract to producer. 


Address APP & CARR, Managers for Ohio, 
CLEVELAND, 0. 














LTON 
& DA 





CincinNAt) ¥TOR y 


amit 





Cincinnati 
To CHICAGO. 


Cincinnati 
To INDIANAPOLIS. 





VESTIBULED 

TRAINS. 

FINEST SLEEPERS 
IN THE WORLD. 











Cincinnati 
To TOLEDO & DETROIT. 


Cincinnati 
To KANSAS CITY. 
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ATTENTION! 


The Washington Life Insurance Co. 
of New York, is giving most liberal 





contracts to capable producers in Ohio. | 


Some splendid territory unoccupied. 
Up to date, and the very best contracts 
of Life Insurance yet offered. 


IN THE LasT Five Years, THE WASHINGTON pao 
A LARGER AMOUNT TO POLICY-HOLDERS IN RETURN PREMIUMS 
1. E. FOR DIVIDENDS AND SURRENDERED PoLicies) PROPOR 


| 50 /, © GUARANTEED DIMIDEND! 


| No estimate of future results! Every 

figure guaranteed! Under the new Policy 
of the HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO. of 
New York. Before making your 1898 Con- 
| tract address 





w. A. MR. BRUEHL. 4. 4. MINDERMANN 


W. A. R. BRUEHL & Co., Gen’) Managers 


TIONATE TO PREMIUMS RECEIVED, THAN THE AVERAGE OF ALL | 


OTHER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES IN THIS COUNTRY 


ADDRESS AT ONCE, 


SKINNER & MERWIN, 


GENERAL MANAGERS, 


24 Carew Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





OHIO STATE AGENCY 


OF 


THE UNITED STATES LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 


if you can produce business let me hear 
from you. New and attractive features. 
Most progressive Life Insurance Company 
Can suit you on territory or con- 
Address, 


E. W. CHRISTY, State Mgr., 


106 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, O., or 
15 & 16 btnsiitl Block, Cincinnati, O. 


Wanted— 


Desirable agent for the Toledo 
District for the Life and Accident 
Departments of the Pacific Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. Good con- 


tract. 





| tract to the right party. 


Address, 
P. W. DITTO, State Agent, 
No. 379 The Arcade, Cleveland, O. 


Wanted— 


Two good 
railroad work. 


Installment men for 


elelixe Peace A 
ENGRAVING. < 


Olan tom Tr Oy: 
>= a a BLDG 
fEMAIN ST. OPP. POST OFFICE CINCINNATI. O. 





MY 


OHIO AND SOUTHERN INDIANA, 
| Western Methodist Book Concern Building, CINCINNATI, 0. 


J. H. ANTHONY, Manacer 


NORTHEASTERN Ono, 


Cc. F. McCORD, Gewn't Act 
SOUTHWESTERN OHIO 


New ENGLAND BUILDING, Cincinnati, O 


CLEVELAND 


G. HILLER, Seciat Acenr 


CincInNaT!, O 


JOHN HANCOCK 
MutTuac LiFe Ins. Co. 


OF BOSTON, MASS. 
STEPHEN H. RHODES, PRESIDENT. 
ROLAND O. LAMB, SECRETARY. 


Its Policies are subject to provisions of the 
| perfected Non-forfeiture law of Massachusetts, 

securing upon the face of each the endorsement 
| of eash and paid-up value as part of the policy 


contract, 
Annual cash dividends, loan values, and a 
| policy contract, plain, simple. positive, and un- 


| excelled in liberality. 
| Several good General Agencies with liberal 
renewal contracts in splendid territory are open to 


men of experience who want to settle permanently. 
For further particulars, address the Company at Bos- 
ton, or 
J.C. CAMPBELL, State AGENT, 
FOR OHIO AND WEST VA., 
BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 








TAKE THE 


RK.F.V. 


WASHINGTON, NEW YORK, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
AND THE EAST, 
Magnificent Scenery, Observation Cars, 
and Finest Cuisine. 


Stop en Route at one of Virginia’s Fa- 
mous Resorts. 








FOR INFORMATION ADDRESS 


| H. W. FULLER, Cc. B. RYAN, 
5 | GEN. PASS. AGT., OR ASST. GEN. PASS. AGT 
WASHINGTON, DO. Cc. CINCINNATI, O. 
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PREFERRED 


NEL SON oJ. EDWARDS + 


Lae 4 AST THIRD ST OCINE INNATI ¥ 





tion of the 


NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities in the ORIENT 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. FORK 


$24.00 per week for Accident 
ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION. 


$6.00 per week for Sickness 


Prices for Single Wheels, $50, $75 and $100, 


ACCUMULATED FOR AGE. Priees for Tandems, 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 


|, “Accident Insurance a 


is all right, but why not supplement your policy 
with every possible safeguard. If you are a rider 
you can make no mistake in selecting an ...... 


Orient Bicycle... 


for your mount. The Triple Truss Construc- 





has been called a /iberal life insurance. Its record 
substantiates this view of it, and we have yet to 
hear of a case of breakage, even in collision .... 


We make a full line of Multi-Cycles, from Trip- 
lets up to Ten-Seaters. 
upon application. Address : 


WALTHAM MANUFACTURING CO., Waltham, Mass. 
CINCINNATI AGENT: 
| E. P. GRAY, 130-132 WEST SEVENTH ST. 


Catalogues mailed free 


Ohio Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co., 
of SALEM, OHIO. 
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Does Exclusively an Agency Business, 
Agencies in all the Cities and Principal 
Towns of Ohio. 

J. R. VERNON, secretary 


THE- 


Union Central Life Insurance Co. 


SINCINNATI, OHIO. 


ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1897, $16,529,860.70. 


SURPLUS, $2,300,180.42. 


No Fluctuating Securities—Largest Rate of Interest— Lowest Death Rate. 
Endowments at Life Rates and Twenty Payment 
Cuaranty Policies Specialties. 


Large and increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 
Desirable Contract and Good Territory open for Live Agents. 





Ordinary and 


Profit-Sharing 
Life Insurance Policies. 


$50,000 to $15. 
On Every Approved Plan. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 
Hore Office, NEWARK, N. J. 
HENRY BOHL. Supt. of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana. COLUMBUS. OHIO. 











The Prudential 


Industrial | 


JOHN M. PATTISON, PrEsIDENT. 


ANNUAL 


ofits GERMAN AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 


-TANUARY 1, 1898. 
Stocks and Bonds--Par Value $5,599,209.00. Market Value................ $6.969,603 00 





Cash in Banks and Office $286,133 96 

Cash in hands of Agents and in course of collection 494,981 10 

Accrued Interest not included in Market Values 10,981 06 

Real Estate owned by the Company . 15,000 00 ; 

Loans secured by mortgages on N. Y. City Real Estate.. 58,000 00 $65,006 12 
Total Assets igieetisunewabeetsathens. © ye ePraatendens $7,834,699 12 


CAPITAL STOCK (Invested in U. S. Bonds 
Reserve Fund for Unexpired Risks inn nouihnbtinh beh ware . 1 
Reserve Fund for Unsettled Losses ne eae soles 302,614 43 
Reserve Fund for all other Claims. ‘ 251,395 50 
Net Surplus beyond all Liabilities 3,678,999 38 


$7,834,699 12 


$1,000,000 00 





WILLIAM N. KREMER, President. 
LOUIS F. ro Vice-President. CHARLES G. SMITH,, Secretary. 
OBERT L. KLUM, EDWIN M. CRAGIN, Asst. Secretaries. 


PACIFIC DEPARTMENT: 
San Francisco, Cal. 
GEORGE H. TYSON, Manager. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT : 
~~ i. 
EUGENE CARY, Mgr., ROGERS PORTER, Asst. Mgr. 


2. 601,689 SI. 




















=> 


YOUR PROPERTY 
IN THE 


PHOENIX 


Kore eat 
COMPANY S 





THE AMERICAN FIRE Someanys. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








CASH CAPITAL, - - - 8 500,000.00 


Reserve for Reinsurance and all other claims, . - 1,513,076.99 
Surplus over all Liabilities, - - - 542,301.63 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1898, $2,678,520.22 


rHOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec'’y and Treas. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


NELSON B. JONES, CHARLES L. HECOX, 


S vecial Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio. | 


STANDARD OHIO MUTUAL FIRE COMPANIES. 





CHARTERED 1851 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 
MANSFIBLD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: J. H.Cook, N.S. Reed, J.M. Waugh, H.R.Smith, J. W. Jenner, 
G. A. Clugston, H.C. Hedges, W. W.Cockley, A.C. Cummins. 


Assets, $1,641,484.07. 


J. H. COOK, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 


1sS41c. 1sSsOo”7. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 


<<» HALF-A-CENTURY 


Shows that its members have obtained 


RELIABLE INSURANCE, 
SOUND INDEMNITY. 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 








LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID. 


W. R. ROSS. Pres. WILSON BALDWIN, Sec’y. JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’l Agt. 


WESTERN AND SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT, -~ - 


_THE OHIO UNDERW RITER. 15 


AGENCIES ~e 


In all the Chief Cities, Towns and Villages 


in the State. 


Race and George Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 


Established March, 1857 


H. M. MAGILL, General Agent. 


THEO. F. SPEAR, Ass’t Gen’l Agent 


Eighteenth Annual Financial Statement 


OF THE 


Manufacturers’ and Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


H. W. PRICE, JOHN G. CHICK, F. F. WORMWOOD, |. S. MONTGOMERY, 
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT TREASURER SECRETARY 


GEO. W. CARSE, ass'T SECRETARY 


JANUARY 1, 1898. 


ASSETS LIABILITIES. 
Cash $ 81.032 16 Interest Outstanding Scrip $ 40000 
Gotham 439.121 72 Losses Adjusted not due 3,207 50 
ontingent. : Jeyteh 44 Losses in Process of Adjustment 15,836 33 
ene aah Re-Insurance Reserve, S) per 
$513,153 88 cent. of Premiums 40,589 67 
: . . Surplus above all Liabilities 453.120 38 
Net Cash Surplus, 820,998.66. F aa 

$513,153 88 

Losses paid since organization FO83,312 S1 

Scrip Dividend paid since organization. 8,952 84 

Cash Dividend paid since organization 88.536 40 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE 


Cental Manufacturers Mutua! 


VAIN WERT, OHIO. 





Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Total Cash Assets $99,379. Net Cash Surplus $54,523. 


J. S. BRUMBACK, President. F. W. PuRMorT, Secretary. 


TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. 


The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


OF MANSFIELD, O. 


Total Available Assets $484,650.58. 
Net Cash Surplus $12,909.61 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 
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The Best 





Pui 
Yee tident Ls, ye Commissions, 


OF NEW YORK. 


Policies, 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SEc’y, 


256 and 257 Broadway, - NEw YORK. 
ASSETS, over BB0O0,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, 275,000 


a 


MUTUAL LIFE cr cewrucey 


Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAV. MERIWETHER, Treas. 


Home Office, - - Louisville, Ky. 
eis Dene ROR BOOS ok 5 kicks ccdaeesen bevasye . .$2,703,032 12 


Surplus, 4 per cent. hk Be Stomp. gen soak 253,871 60 
Surplus,4% percent. .. ...... teeta ase hone 418,871 60 
Total Death Claims and Endow ments Paid. wd . 2,785,793 64 


$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the | 


Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt 
and approval of proof of death. 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, - CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
«,. F. WHIPPLE, State Agent, 715 The Cuyahoga, Cleveland. 


The WILLIAIIS TYPEWRITER. 
New No. 2, for 1898. 


Visible Writing. Extreme 


Direct Inking. Durability. 
Best Work. Ball- Bearing 
Key-Board Lock. Carriage. 
Easy Touch. Phenomenal Speed. 


Permanent vn 
Superior Manifolding. 


OLD MACHINES TAKEN IN 
PART PAYMENT. 


Full catalogue onapplication. Agents 


wanted in unoccupied territory 
We have a few second-hand machines 
of other makes for sale; also sup- 
plies. 


EDWIN A. HARDIN & CO. 
SOLE DEALERS, 
409 Walnut St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


MENTION THIS PAPER. 


En teal hla Mad alent ed ballad baMecincitin 
The Waverley. 1: 


The Ivanhoe Special. 


The leading bicycles of the year, because each one is 
the best of its class—presenting greater value than can be 
obtained in any other line of bicycles in the world. 


POPULAR PRICES. 


Catalogue mailed to any address upon application. 


INDIANA BICYCLE CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 





ae 1867. 





Members’ Safety Fund 
81,000,000. 


HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


Sells all Desirable Forms of | Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, etc. 


E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 








THE 


Western and Southern 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - - 


$100.000.00. 


FRANK CALDWELL, President. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


w= GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Mutual Reserve Fund 
~-—_Life Association. 


FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, President. 


Mutual Reserve Building, NEW YORK CITY. 


—_——~ 





| New business received in 1897, over $71,000,000. 
| Cash income during 1897, over $6,000,000. 
Death Claims paid since organization, over $33,000,000. 


WANTED 


Confidential Executive Representative. Must be a 
man of experience in higher life insurance work and 
of unquestioned integrity. 





ADDRESS, 
ANDREW M. SWEENEY, 
State Life Insurance Company, 


Indianapolis, Ind. 











